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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-n., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MONEY EILLS
PROCEDURE.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: On a question that
may be said to econcern the privileges of the
House, I wish to ask whether anything has
been done towards submitting to the Privy
Couneil the question of the interpretation
of the rights of the Legislative Couneil on
money Bills, as agreed to in the 1927 ses-
sion by both Houses of Parliament. I sug-
gest, Mr. Speaker, that if you look at the
Votes and Proceedings of 1927, pages 171,
179 and 194, you will get all the infor-
mation necessary.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am aware of the
record in the Votes and Proceedings men-
tioned, and I may say that I myself have
taken no action. I have not been informed
that any action has been taken by the other
branch of the legislature, and therefore I
am unable to answer the hon. member fur-
ther.

QUESTION—UNEMFLOYED,
SUSTENANCE, ETC.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 'What amount was paid for
sustenance and other allowances to unem-
ployed throughout the State for the 15
months ended 30th September, 1928¢%
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: The total amount expended in un-
employment relief for the period ien-
tioned was £12,812 14s. 4d. Of this
£7,096 1ds. has been expended since 1sé
July this year.

QUESTIONS (2)—STATE FINANCE.
Pyblic Salaries Charges.

My, THOMSON asked the Premier: Will
he request the Aunditor General to Indicale
to this House what in his opinion is the
correct amount that should be charged to
public salaries on revenue aceount, ag per
his eriticism on page 38 of his report, 19277

The PREMIER veplied: The Govern-
ment cannot proffer a request of this nature
te the Auditor General, who is a servant of
Parliament and not of the Gevernment,

Mr. THOMSON : May I ask, Mr. Speaker,
threugh whom I should prefer my request?
T am desirous of obtaining a reply for the
information of Parliament.

Hon. G. Taylor: Do it by way of motion.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 should like to know
how T am to proceed if I am unable to get
the information from the Premier.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member may
table a motion or move for a return or ask
that the papers containing the information
he desires be laid on the Table of the House.

Surcharges.

Hon, W. J. GEORGE (without notice)
asked the Premier: In view of the Auditor
General’s report regarding the number of
surcharges going back to 1904 and 1905, and
in view of the faet that other Governments
have tried to do something, will he endeav-
our to clean up the score? In my opinion,
it is a disgrace that there should be these
surcharges.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The Premier: You are making a speech.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member can-
not comment on his question.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: May I ask ihe
question?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member may
ask the direct guestion

Hon W. J. GEORGE: Then I ask the
Premier the question.

The PREMIER replied: The only thing
T can say is that the number of surcharzes
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is not nearly s6 large now as it was when
the hon. member was a member of the pre-
vious Government,

Hon. W. J. George: That is right, but
they are a disgrace to the State.

The PREMIER: 1 do not know that theve
is any more need to take action now than
there was in years gone by.

Mr. Marshall: Not so much.

The PREMIER : They are of no import-
ance.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. P’anton, leayve of ah-
sence for two weeks granted to the Hon.
M. F. Troy (Mf{. Maguet) on the ground
of itl-heaith,

BILL—BUNBURY ELECTRIC LIGHT-
ING ACT AMENDMENT.

Read a. third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILI—RAILWAYS DISCONTINUANCE.

Returned from the Conneil with amend-
ments.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1928-29.
In Committee of Supply.

Resnmed from (he 16th October;
Lutey in the Chair.

Mr,

Department of the Premier continued
(Hon. P. Collier, Minister).

Vote — Public
£1,528:

Ttem—Seceretary, £5676:

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The expenditure last
year was £184 and the eslimate for this
year shows an increase of £392. Will the
Premier explain the item#%

The PREMIER: Last year the Public
Service Commissioner was absent on sick
leave and the secretary was acting.

Mr. THOMSON: I should like to see the
Public Service Commissioner's duties wid-
ened somewhat.

The Premier: You eannot diseuss the
Public Service Commissioner on this item,
The secretary is not the Publie Service Com-
missioner.

Serviea  Commissioner,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. THOMSON: Additional officers
should be attached to this office.

The. CHAIRMAN: On which item is the
bon. member speaking?

Mr. THOMSON: 1 will make it No. 2.

liem—Clerks ranging from £192 to £252
per annum, £682:

Mr. THOMSON: We ought to increase
the staff so that the work may be done more
efficiently than it is being done af present.
I am not casting any reflection on the Public
Service Commissioner, but the state of the
finances gives canse for a good deal of con-
cern, and a c¢lose scrutiny will have o be
excreised by the Public Service Commis-
sioner and his officers during the current
year. It may be in the interests of the ser-
vice to give the Commissioner an assistant
or an inspeector. The ex-Comimissioner of
Railways had such assistance from Mr.
Backshall, who materially helped him to ren-
der very efficient service to the State.
By this means a considerable saving would
be effected in the working of the various
departments that come within the purview
of the Public Serviee Commissioner. I some-
times wonder whether the departmental
heads are appealed to when it is desired to
reduce expendifure. No essential service
should be abolished, but theie may be con-
siderable overlapping of departments. The
effect of the action I suggest has been hene-
ficial in the past. 1 commend my suggestion
to the Government, who have an arduous
task te perform during the next 12 months.

The CHATRMAN: This item does not
deal with the Public Service Commissioner,
who is under a special Act. I have allowed
the hon, member some latitude.

Mr. THOMSON: T wish to point out how
beneficial it would he to the State if the
Publie Service Commissioner had an assist-
ant such as I have indicated. This is an in-
stance in whieh increased expenditure wonld
be more than justified.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—-Government Molor Car Service,

87,491

Item—Maintenance of workshop, motor
vehicles, and bicycles, and hire of ears for
all departments, £9,500:

Mr. SLEEMAN : The amount of this item
seems large. It could be reduced by not
keepine certain cars exelusively for high
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ofticials. Some of these cars, wbich ithe
ofticials drive themselves, stand in the gar-
age for long pariods, with the result that
cars have to be hired from outside garages
for Government work.  The cars of the
officials in question should be available for
Government service instead of being kept
for the officials to go to the club or fo dinner.

Mr. ANGELO: Will the Premier explain
why he is asking for £3,500 more this year
than last year? Possibly cars are required
for the work of the Main Roads DBoard.
However, the jump is n big one, nearly 35
per cent.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: If the statements of
the member for Fremantle are well founded,
whereas certain public servants have ears sup-
plied to them largely for personal serviees,
the cars being driven by those ofticials, other
cars have to be hired for Government work
while the cars referred to are standing idle.
I gather that the privilege is enjoyed by
some departmental heads, but such a posi-
tion is unsatisfactory. Cars for the Main
Roads Board, I believe, do not come out of
this vote, but are supplied oul of Main
Roads Beard funds. If those ears are in-
cluding in the item, (he increase is justified.

Mr. SAMPSON: If cars are provided for
certain officials in order to enable them 1o
carry oub their duties, and if these officials
are their own drivers, I doubt the wisdom
of letting the cars be used by other officers.
A car does not stand up as wel] with two
or more drivers as with one. Each car has
its peculiarities. In the case of a highly-
paid official it is economical to let him have
a car for his work. Sometimes it has strock
me that the environs of the Government
service station are mm the nature of a
car-wrecking  establishment. Numerous
motors are fo be seen there at various times,
apparently abandoned; and I do not know
that the eonsideration they should receive is
given to them, Further, fhere is a wide
variety of makes. Consideration might be
given to the selection of one or two makes,
though I do not suggest a monopoly. When
the Premier has decided what is the best
car for Government purposes, why not
utilise that make?

The Premier: There is snch a variety of
work for our motors that we could not have
one make of car. There is town work, buzh
work, back-country work, and so forth.

Mr. SAMPSON: There are different tvpes
of cars in the same make.

The Premier: Not many.
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Mr, SAMPSON: It is worth while inquir-
ing the namber of cars and Lrucks which, so
to speak, litter the premises. Thure uppuars
to be always a number thrown out of work.
I venture the opinion that no car agent
would use the statement regarding mileages
in the Government service as an advertise-
ment for the sale of other cars of the same
type. 1 question whether the motor ecars
are not abandoned too soon.

The Premier: My word they are not!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: | anticipated an in-
ereased vote on account of the increased
number of ears in use. In order to prevent
the misuse of cars, I think “W.A, Gavern-
inent 77 should be printed on every car.

Mr. Angelo: Why not snggest a “broad
arrow 7’

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Then, again, I sug-
gest to the Premier that when cars are pur-
chased, we should not send our money to
America. I am not worrying about the in-
rreased vote because it is in accordance with
the progress of the State, hut 1 am in douls
as to whether the cars used by the Main
Roonds Board come within the seope of the
vote, TIf they do, there is something radic-
ally wrong with il

The PREMIER: Tt will be agreed that
where the Government cars are used by so
many different departments it is not easy
to exercise that strict economy that would
be effected by a private individuat or by a
private company. Doubtless cars driven by
Government officers do not have as long a
life as motors driven by men who own then.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: A car owner
roes where he pleases, but an official has to
drive where he is gent,

The PREMIER: And often over roads
that he would not traverse from choice.
There are many reasons why Government
cars do not last as lonr as private cars.

Mr, J. H. Smith: Are Government
officers allowed to take their cars home at
night¥

The PREMIER: Yes. A practice bas
grown up for wears past by which officers
in important positions have been provided
with cars.

Hon. J. H. Smith: Are they allowed to
use those cars for their wives and families,
or anyone else they may desire to drive
about?

The PREMIER: Those officers are not
supposed to use their ears for private pur-
poles. Instructions have been issmed from



1304

time to time that officers will be dealt with
if they use (Government cars for private pur-
poses. It would be a pretty big job to cheex
all the ears. Although I do not wish to
anticipate a discussion on the next item.,
which deals with number plates, I can men-
tion that those plates have checked the ten-
dency of Government emplovees to nse ears
illegitimately.

Mr. Marshall:
small !

The PREMIER: Af any rate it is inter-
esting to note that when the number plates
were placed on the Government cars, some
Government officers found no further use
for them and their cars were returned to the
garage. As to the cost of the Government
motor car service, hon. members must re-
cognise that it represents a growing aec-
tivity. Additional cars are coming into use
cvery week, not only by the Government but
by other people as well. Perhaps there is
too great a tendency in that direction. The
item under disemssion covers the ecost of
petrol, maintenance, and upkeep. The fact
that the vote was exceeded by £3,000 last
year does not of itself indicate that there
was undue exiravagance or exeessive expen-
diture. It could merely be an indication that
too much conservalism was employed in ar-
riving al the estimate last year.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Yes, but that
is what you said last time!
worn out by now.

The PREMIER: Ne doubt the Leader of
the Opposition thoroughly understands the
explanation,

Mr. Angelo: Are the Main Roads Board
cars dealt with under this heading?

The PREMIER: The vote covers the
cost of petrol, tvres and tubes, spare parts,
motor and push bicycles, the hire of ad-
ditional cars when required, and, gener-
ally speaking, euvers the cost of supplying
petrol to other departments for ears used by
them. We have established a bowser pump
for the supply of petrol and we have saved
a larce amount on that installation. The
Government, use 146 ears, 198 trucks, and
28 tractors and road rollers. Quite a num-
ber of the cars and trucks are bronght
into the metropolitan area and repaired
at the garage. ©Petrol is supplied to
them under this item as well.

The plates are a little too

Ttem—Special number plates for Gov-
ernment cars, £50.

It is about.

(ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Tha
(Hovernment cars showld be marked in a
more simple fashipn. I do not know that
the ears are used improperly to such an
extent as some hon. members think. I do
not know that any complaint can be lodged
against an officer using a car in the country
districts if he is there on departmental busi-
ness. That sort of thing is done by every
man employed by every business concern in
the State,

The Premier: What simpler marking
would you suggest?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
think the plate at present used is necessary.

Mr. Marshall: It is a bit too small,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHLELL: A more
simple marking would be suitable,

Mr. Marshall: The number plates have
tickled up the Government officials.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I sup-
pose the hon. member wounld like to see
some design in flaming red with blue bands!
I suggest that the object in view would be
achieved by a design other than the blue
and white abortion that is now used.

The Premier: I admit that it is not very
artistic. ’

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
think it is a proper way to mark Govern-
ment property.

The Premier: Of course, many big busi-
ness firms have distinctive marks placed on
their cars.

Hon. G. Taylor:
of the firm.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes,
for advertising purposes.

Mr. Angelo: Why not paint a black swan
on the cars?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We
might well have something less couspmuous
than the present plates.

Mr. Sleeman: You are speaking for
yourseif.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No, I am
not. The Government cars ought to carry
a distinetive mark, but one not quite so con-
spicuons as the present plates.

Mr. Withers: We want something by
which the public can recognise a Govern-
ment ear when they see one.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Some
hon. members would have on Government
cars plates even more conspicuous than
those in use. But if we were all to do onr
duty as well as do the men in the Public
fervice, who are so often criticised here, we

Some have the names
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should not be so ready to complain. Of
eourse, Government oflicials have no right
to use (Govermment ears privately, and 1 do
noi suppose they do it, or at all events not
to any appreciable extent. Tt must be re-
membered that we have Government cars
all over the State froon Wyndham to Euela,
and that we can scarcely expect ithe stand-
ard of use to be uniform throughout.

Ion. G. TAYLOR: There must be some
reason why so many heads of departments
refused {0 use (overnment cars after the
disiinguishing plates were alfised. We know
there was a sirike by some of the heads of
departments, and that they put their cars
back into the Government garage,

Mx. Marshall: They should have been
put in with them.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The objeefion to the
distinguishing mark is that it declares the
car io be a Covernment car. But why
should the oceupant of the car fuel that to
be a disgrace? It would be interesting to
know why the Leads of the departments
turned in their ears after the plales were
affixed. I believe that, in the main, Govern-
ment officials do their duty, but I do not
see why if a water supply inspector has to
do his work in a motor car bearing the Gov-
ernment mark, an officer of the Lands De-
partment should ecount it degrading to be
called upon to do his work in a similarly
marked wvehicle. Cars used by Ministers
thermuselves are nuite apart from other Gov-
ernment ears, and should not carry any dis-
tingnishing wmark.  An officer who has a
Government car in which he runs home at
night is not likely to use any other ear when
in the evening he wants to bring his wife
and family from Claremont or Greenmount
to one of the Perth theatres. Of course, he
will jump into the Government car assigned
for his work. If I were a Government
official supplied with a car I would have no
eompunection ahout doing that. But I do
not know why the Government should ex-
empt anv of their officers from carryving those
distinetive plates on their cars. I Dhelieve
quite an number of the officers recbelled
against the fixing of those plates,

The Premier: They had to back down.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I compliment the
Government on having stood by their deei-
gion to have those plates affixed. There can
be no real objeetion to the carrying of such
plates on Qovernment cars. They serve to
show at a glance that the car is a Govern-
ment car, intended for work, not for plea-
sure.  When we see such a working car
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standing at some pleasure grounds, we begin
to think.

The Premier: O standing in front of a
theatre.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Yes, or in froat of
a club: If any member werc to put in his
Christmas holidays down about Cottesloe
Beach——

The Premier:
Albany.

Mr, J. H, Smith: What aboui Rottnest?

Hen. G. TAYLOR: But for those plates
one would find guite a nwunber of Govern-
ment cars at holiday resorts. Certainly the
Governuent should insist upon all Govern-
ment ears, except those used for ministerinl
purposes, bearing the Government plates. T
notice that all the Main Hoads Board cars
carry those plates.

Mr. Sleeman: Are you sure of that?

Hon, G. TAYLOR: Well, most of them
do.  All important business firms in Perth,
now have their names on their cars and
lorries.

AMr. Marshail: But that is advertising.

Hon. G. TAYT.OR: Do not the Govern-
ment need an adverlisement? Those plates
show that the cars belong to a progressive
Government. T am sure the Premier would
he well advized to have those plates affixed
on all Government c¢ars exeept those nsed
hy Ministers.

Mr. Teesdale: Would you put such a
plate on the Black Maria?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Why not?

Mr. SLEEMAN: Some members oppo-
site have hinted that members on this side
would like to sec the Government ecars
carrying even a bigger plaster than they
have to-day. 1 do not want to see any hig-
ger plate introduced, but 1 eertainly think
the existing plates might be a bit more
artistiec than they are. I object to the pre-
ferential (reatment of certain officers in the
Government service. To-day we bave in the
service two varieties of Government platcs,
and in addition the ordinary number plate.
There should be but one plate for all Gov-
ernment ecars, Somebody spoke of a strike
amongst the Government officials becanse of
those plates. Of course, no one on this
side believes in strikes, and so the Govern-
ment would not have tolerated a strike.

Mr. J. H. Smith: It was only a stop-
work meeting.

Mr. SLEEMAN No doabt a strong pro-
test was made and cerfain officials took dir-
ect action, some of them putting their cars

Or ai Bunbury or at
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into the Government garage and refusing
to use them. Certain of those cars when
they came out agasin bore a conspicuous
ofticial mark which the departmental people
term the “blue-back.” The blue-back is
what the junior otlicer has to use, while the
infermediate man has a plate with a white
back, and the heads are allowed to earry pri-
vate number plates. | think the Governinent
plates should be a bit smaller and less con-
spicuous, but I also think that all the Gov-
ernment ears should be marked alike, nnd
I hope that with the provision on the Esti-
mates this year, this will be done.

Mr. MARSHALL: In this matter T am
entirely opposed to the Leader of the Oppu-
sition.

Mr. Teesdale: Oh, naturally.

Mr. MARSHALL: I have always accepted
the principle that ecertain  Government
employees are provided with motor cars
because certain obligations in respect of
their work have been imposed upon them by
Parliament. But outside that Government
work those officials are no more entifled o
use the ears snpplied to them than are any
other Government employees. Yet the
Teader of the Qpposition implies that be-
eanse a departmental officer has the use of
a car and enjoys an elevated social position
by virtne of his being able to take that car
to Kalgoorlie or Albany or Bunbury, he
shonld use it for joy riding,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I did not sng-
gest. that at all.

Mr. MARSHALL: The hon. member is
getting to that stage in life when any sug-
gestion he makes is apt to be misconstrund.

Mr. “Teesdale: That is a rotten thing Lo
say. On a pomt of order! Is the hon. mem-
ber in order in referring to an older mem-
ber’s stage of life? It is a dirty insult?

The CHATRMAN: Order, order!

Mr. MARSHALL: The statement made
by the Leader of the Opposition was that
any of us, if Government employees, and
called upon to go to Kalgoorlie in a ear,
would be justified in using that car when
our da¥’s work was over. Let me tell the
Leader of the Opposition that the officer
who gels a motor car for departmental work
is verv fortunate, since thousands of Gov-
ernment employees have to walk or, alter-
nativelv. pay their own tram fares, A Gov-
ernment officer is provided with a motor
ear only when it is economical that he should
have a ocar. That car should he vsed for

[ASSEMBLY.)

none but the purposes of that officer’s work,
whether in Kalgoorlie, Albany or Bunbury.
Having done his job, the officer is not en-
titled to any further use of that ear.
I am surprised at the Leader of the Op-
position suggesting it might be right for
a departmental officer to use a Government
car outside his official duties. Evidently
there is some degree of aceuracy in the
assertion that eertain otficers are entitled
to use Government cars without anything
appearing upon the vehicles showing that
they belong to the Government.

The Prenier: There are only two that
I know of.

My, MARSHALL: Many cars are used
in connection with Government work of
minor importance. No Government car
should be used unless it has upon it a eon-
spicuous plate indicating to whom that car

"helonged, When a Giovernment ear is used

und does not bear any such distingnishing
mark, the implieation is that the officer
using it is one of high degree.

Mr. Sleeman: You believe lhe should be
free.

Mr. MARSHALL: I wish the hon. mem-
her would be quiet. If the officer is one of
high degree, the inferemce is that he is
drawing a large salary, that he is being
paid in proportion to the important work
he does, If that officer nhjects Lo the car
he uses bearing a Government plate, he is
in a position to buy his own car. He can
then use it either for departmental work or
for his own pleasure. Government officials
should not be permitted to use motor cars
in such a way as to indieate that they are
more respected than are other (Government
officials. The Leader of the Opposition con-
tends that eertain Guvernment employees
oceupying high posts should reeeive more
consideration than others.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
the sort.

Mr. MARSHALL: He indicated that less
eonspiciious number plates should be used.
There shonld be ne distinction between the
kind of Government plate that is used on
any of the State ears. No Governmeut
official should have any special privilege
not aceorded to others.

Mr. ANGELO: Tbe ecars used by the
Governor are distinguished by a plate bear-
ing a Crown upon it. Why should we nut
follow the same example and have Gov-

Nothing of



(18 Ocroeer, 1928.]

ernment cars distinguished by a coat of
arms, such as appears on our free passes’

The Premier: We will call for com-
peiiiive designs.

Mr. ANGELO:
would fill the Bill,

The I’'remier: ‘That might not convey
to the man in the street that it was a
tiovernment car.

Mr. ANGELO: 1t would have all the
effect we desire. We are trying to evolve
some mcethod by which Government ears
can be known, without hurting the feelings
of Minislters or distinguished Government
officials.

Mr. J. LI, SMITH: Most members seem
to consider that (fovernment cars should
be distinguished by certain number plates.
Why should any Government official objeei
to that? There should be one standard to
cover all cars in Government use. If offi-
cers were using service cars out of offiee
hours, they would be detected by the publie
and would be reported. Some officers nve
in the snburban areas. It would pay the
State, instead of allowing them to use the
cars in going between their home and their
office, to give them free passes over the rail-
way.

The Premier: No man has a car fo take
Irim from his home to his office. Officers
are given the use of cars in order to travel
round the country.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: FEvery Government
car shonld bear a standard mark.

The Premier: So they do.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: One or two Govern-
ment ears bear no such distinguishing
mark. To test the feeling of the Commit-
tee I move—

That the item be reduced by £1,

Mr. MARSHAILIL: I should like to know
if there are two or three different kinds
of number plates in use, and if there
are one or two (fovernmment ears bearing no
indication upon them that they belong to
the State.

The PREMIER: The first number plate
that eame out was blue on a white back-
ground. The officers objected to that, say-
ing that the plate was too conspicuous and
lacked artistic effect. Officers said the
plate would not be bad if there was white
lettering on a blue background. T thought
that would do so long as the name ‘‘Gor-
ernment” was on the plate. So it comes

The design I mentioned
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about that there are two kinds of plates,
but the new plates will all be of the latter:
kind. There are two officers in the ser-
vice whose Covernment ears bear no dis-
tinguishing mark. .

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Any sort of
mark on the ordinary plate would be suffi-
eielltl .' . . .

The PREMIER: T think it is necessary
to have the word “Government’’ ipon every
plate. o
lon. Sir James Mitchell: My.objection
is that Government cars are used at elec-
tion time against us. i

The PREMIER: 1 do not think so,
though-I have no idea what officers in the -
country do. If they are used on the ome
side, I an sore they have also been used
on the other side, although it is wrong in
both cases. I have not used a Government
car at election time, although T am en-
titled to do so. I am sure the Leader of
the Opposition has done it. '

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Not for elec-
tioneering purposes. Ministers have the
right to use Government cars, )

The PREMIER: If I waat to travel
around the country at any time I shall do
$o in a Government car, and I do not think
I shall he committing any offence. A mem-
ber in another place was so unsernpulous
as to refer to my having taken part in a by-
election in a Government motor ear.

Mr, Marshall: Was there a Government
number plate upon it

The PREMIER: No. I am not going tn
have a (Government plate on any car that
I ride in. When eivil servants become
Ministers they ean do without the Govern-
ment plates. Ministers are entitled to ride
in ears that do nnt bear Government plates.
To eriticise me becanse I rode in a Gov-
ernment car on that oceasion was a most
despicable thing to do. The member who
indulged in that criticism has himself
taken part in elections and ridden
in Government cars. He was driven
from one place to another in a Government
ear on the goldfields. I intend to vse n
Ministerial car whenever I desire to do so.
I think I am earning my money in my job.
If T want to travel, I do not intend to hire
a ear. If T desire to do so, I travel in &
Ministerial railway ear at election time, just
as the Leader of the Opposition has done.
It is not an offence for a Minister to use a
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‘Ministerial car anywhere and on any ocea-
5100,

Mr. SLEEMAN: I intend to support the
amendment, but I do not bhelieve that Min-
isters should have a distinguishing number
plate on their ears. Ministers’ cars should
be exempt. All I want is that Government
servants, irrespective of whether they he on
the bottom or on the top rung of the ladder,
should be placed on the same footing.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : There is no suggestion
that cars used by Ministers should have the
Government number plate, but I do not
think there should be any diserimination
amongst officers, All Government ears, other
than ministerial cars, should be number-
plated in exaetly the same way. The Pre-
mier is gquite within his rights in using the
railway whenever he pleases, or a motor car
at any time if he thinks that would be =
speedier way of moving about.

Mr. SAMPSON : We have to be very
jealous of the reputation of members of the
House.

The Premier: Don’t you think I am as
Jealous of my repuiation as you are of
yours?

Mr. SAMPSON: 1 do.

The Premier: Then why mention it?

Mr. SAMPSON: I venture the opinion
that the use of Government motor cars is
likely to cause criticism on the part of the
public.

Mr. Angelo: Do you not use the Govern-
ment railways?

Mr, SAMPSON : The Government rail-
ways pass is an acknowledged parquisite of
members.

The Premier : When Parliament is dis-
solved you still use your pass on the rail-
ways, though you are no longer a membher.

Mr. SAMPSON : Members continue to
receive an allowanee.

The Premier: But you are no longer a
member; still you use your pass,

Mr. SAMPSON: That is definitely allowed
under the Act.

The Premier : As you have such a fine
sense of honour, you should not uwse your
railway pass. Anyhow, this is not a very
elevating discussion.

Mr. SAMPSON: I was amazed to hear
that motor cars had been used by Ministers
during electionecring periods.

Mr. Sleeman: Is the hon. member in order
in discussing elections in conneetion with
this vote?

[ASSEMBLY.)

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
talking wide of the mark.

Mr, SAMPSON: I remember that three
members of the previous Government had to
find their own cars,

The Premier: That is what hurt you; you
had to pay them.

Mr. SAMPSON: I know that Mr. Sead-
dan. when he was a Minister

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon,
member will keep to the amendment and the
item.

Mr., SAMPSON: I thought T was discus-
sing a matter that had already been referred
to

Mr. LAMBERT : This is certainly a most
elevating discussion! It would hardly do
credit to a tenth-rate debating society.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon. mem-
ber will please speak to the item.

Mr. Lambert: I intend to speak to the
item.

The CHATRMAN: Well, the hon. memn-
ber had better do so. He hegan by critieis-
ing members.

Mr. LAMBERT: [ was speaking to the
vote when you ealled me to order.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member mnsé
not be impertinent. to the Chair.

Mr. LAMBERT: I have no wish to be
impertinent, The Government are justified
in putting distingnishing plates on their
ears.

The CHAIRMAN : The amendment be-
fare the Chair is that the item he reduced
by L1,

Mr. LAMBERT: If hon. members around
me will keep order, I shall speak to the
amendment.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr, LAMBERT: In the country I have
noticed motor lorries being used for carting
furniture and liquor to an hotel. Therefore
it is pretty nearly time that Government cars
had distinguishing plates, It is the
right of the Government to protect the
property of the State and in respect of
motor cars the only way to do is to put dis-
tinguishing plates upon them. I am glad
the Government took action. We know it
was resented, but there had been abuses in
the use of cars. Members could cite many
instances of abuses if they wished to do so.
I am surprised that anyone should take ex-
ception to what the Government have done.
We want more plates and even bigger plates.
As to whether they should be pink, red or
white does not concern me.
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Mr, J. H. SMITH: My object in moving
the amendment was to give members an op-
portunity to express their opinions on the
subject of Guvernment ears. The Premier,
I am sure, will understand from what has
been said that the wish of the House is that
ne Government official shonld use a motor
car without a distinguishing plate. In the
pa:!l officials seemed to control Ministers in
this respect. Now if we allow them to have
the same privilege as the Premier and bhis
Ministers they will consider themselves the
king pins of the State. [ ask leave to with-
draw the amendment.

Amendment, by [eave, withdrawn.

Vote put and passed.

Fote—Printing, 171,533 ;

Mr, THOMSON: The estimate shows an
increase of £3,404 over last vear's expendi-
ture, The revenue received last vear was
£39,630, and the estimated revenue this year
is £43,000, Why the discrepancy between
the estimated vevenue and expenditure? [f
the Printing Office is doing work for other
depariments, a recoup shounid be shown, but
the only recoups mentioned are from the
Commonwealth departinents, trading con-
cerns and business undertakings, If other
departments are being charged for work
done there should not be any loss.

The PREMIER: Surety the hon. member
knows that the Printing Oflice does an enor-
mous amount of work that is not paid for.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It is one of the
best managed departments.

The PREMIER: Tt does QGovernment
printing and reeeives no pay for it, exeept
work done for the Commonwealth, trading
eoncerns and business undertakings. There
would be no point in keeping books and
erediting the Printing Office for work done
for the Premier’s office. 1t wonld merely
mean more expenditure and no benefit.

Mr, Sampson: Are costs kept of the work
done for the different departments?

The PREMIER: Yes, for all work
Every paper laid on the Table shows the
cost ineurred for printing.

Mr. Sampson: Is the work done for the
Commonwealth based on bare cost, or does
it return some profit?

The PREMIER: I think the work is uu-
dertaken on a business basis,
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Ilem—Ciovernment Printer, £560:

Hon, G, TAYLOR: The Premier said al}
parliamantary papeérs pore a note of the
cost of printing. ] have looked through
most of the papers tabled this session and
cannot see any such note.

The Premier: Then 1| was not aware of
the omission,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: T have an idea it has
heen omitted for some years.

The Minisler for Works: The financial re-
turns are the only ones on which it is not
shown, .

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It costs a bit
to put the cost on and it does not make the
cost less if it is put on.

Mr. SAMPSON: After having visited
many printing offices in different parts of
tbe world, T consider ony Government Print-
ing Oifice compares favourably with the hest
commmercial offices. The work turned out is
excellent. I recal! the “Handbook of West-
ern Australia” printed a couple of years
ago.

Mr. Griffiths: That was a very fine pro-
duction.

Mr, SAMPSON: Yes, one that compared
favourably with similar works produeed in
the best printing offices of the world. Some
very fine eolour work is done at the Gov-
ernment Printing Oflice. I have been through
the office and have been impressed with the
manner in which the plant is set out and
the general orderliness with which the work
is earried on. Of the Printing Office the
Government might well be proud.

The Premier: We are,

Ttem—Foremen, compositors, machinists,
bookbinders, machine paper rulers, siore-
men, stone cleaners, printers, stereotyper,
apprentices, messenger and all other em-
ployees, including tea money, overtime, com-
missions, travelling expenses and sick leave,
ete,, £43,000:

Mr. THOMSON: This item shows an in-
cease of £3,000 over the estimate for last
vear.

The Prervier: The increase over last vear's
expenditure is £1,092.

Mr. THOMSOX : 1 was dealing with last
vear’s estimate. I have no desire to eriticise
the work or qualifications of the staff; I
endorse what bas been said. Departmental
recoups are made for other services and
there should be recoups for printing. ¥
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cannot gee why the cost of charging up the
work should be prohibitive, espeeially if the
Printing Office ‘keeps cost of work done.

"Hon, Sir James Mitchell: It would mean
:a tot of bookkeeping.

The Premier: If the Premier's office has
printing -done, why pay the Printing Office
for it and have it paid back again? It would
merely mean bnilding up the bookkeeping.

Mr. THOMSON: Is there gny adequate
check on the printing?

The- Premier: We know the cost of the
work done. .

The Minister for Justice: And the depart-
ment ineurring the expense,

Mr, THOMSON: On one oceasion the
Premier said members were in the unfor-
tunate position of having to aceept what a
Minister told us. T want to ascertain

whether the £71,000 expenditure is justified.
" Are we getting our printing done as econ-
omically as we would if outside printers sub-
mitted prices? '

Mr. Kenneally:
prise?

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, I believe in it. T
also believe in having an adequate check on
Government work, T am merely urging the
adopting of a principle for whieh I stand.

The Minister for Works: How about the
Government Printer having a check on pri-
vate enterprise and giving him a chance to
compete against private printing works?

Mr. THOMSON: If quotes were obtained
from outside, we could be informed whether
the Government Printing Office was doing
the work more cheaply.

The Minisier for Works: Do you know
of any QGovernment in the world that has
not its own printing office?

A little private enter-

Sitting suspénded from 615 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. THOMSON: More information than
is available should be supplied to members,
T should like to know why the expenditure
exceeded the estimate last year by £1,908.
The Premier is supposed to bhave all the in-
formation available.

The Premier: No doubt a genius like
yourgelf would have it.

Mr. THOMSON: TIn 1921 the Premier.
when on this side of the House, said the
Ministers came down to the House and made
their statements when introducing the Esti-
mates, and practically the whele of |the
Estimates had {o be accepted.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The CHATRMAN: T doubt whether the
hon. member is dealing with this partieular
item.

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, I am, The Pre-
mier, when on this side of the House, asked
Ministers for information.

The CHAIRMAN: The bon. member has
asked a question on this subject.

" The Premier: He has been on his feet
for a quarter of an hour, and vet wants to
know why he cannot get the information.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The sue-
cess of this department depends upon the
keennass of the management from the head.
I know the Government Printer very well.
He is an exceedingly keen man.

The Premier: He is one of the best and
most. capable offieers in the service,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: He does
work not only for the State but for the
Commonwealth. If 2 hook has te be printed
for a department, it is nsual to obtain a
price for it from the Governmant Printer.
The work is always capably done. We
cause a lot of printing by appointing select
committees and Royal Commissions. Gov-
ermnent departments also order very freely.
The hon, membher wil! find that this cost is
not out of the way. If the svstem off
management at the printing office could be
applied to all Government departments,
much saving would be effected. If there is
extravaganee in printing, the departments
shonld be warned. The Government Printer
conduets his department efficiently.

Mr. Sampson: Ave as many apprentices
engaged in the Government Printing Office
as the award permits?

The PREMIER: I have no idea. The
member for Katanning spoke for a quarter
of an hour on this item. He said he wanud
information, and eomplained that he could
not get it. He was the first member to
speak on it. T had no opportunity of giving
any information. I do not know now what
he wants. He did not make it clear to me.
He said something about opportunities be-
ing given for work to be done outside. He
expressed his views, as he was entitled to
do, but they did not eall for the giving of
any information. There is an inerease in
this item of £1,092. This is caused by the
heavy work that has been involved in the
printing of the Federal rolls for this year.
This has necessitated the employment of the
extra men mentioned in the item.
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Hon. W. J, George: You will be paid for
that.

The PREMIER: Yes, hut we have to
tind the money so that the printing wmay be
done.

Mr. THOMSON: The Premwier is resent-
ful because I have asked for information.

The Premier: You keep on complaining.

Mr, THOMSOXN: [ am entitled to ask for
it, and I am goeing to ask for it.

The Premier: Of course vou are;
hear!

Mr. THOMSON: If the Premier thinks
he will prevent me from asking for infor-
mation, he is making a big mistake.

The CHATRMAN: I shall be glad if the
hon. member will speak to the Item.

Mr. THOMSON: I asked how this money
had been expended. It was quite obvions the
Premier is following the practice of other
Ministers, as he indicated himself in 1921.
If then he was entitled to ask for informa-
tion, I am entitled to ask for it now, and to
receive courtesy at his hands,

The CHATRMAN: That is not the point
at issue, [ think the Premier has answered
the question as to why there has been an
ingrease in the Vote.

Mr. THOMSON : After he has
deavoured to hold me up to ridicule.

The Premier: Go ahead.

Mr, THOMSON: If ihe Premier wants
his Estimates through, I advise him fo be
<courteous.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
not in order in threatening another member.

Mr. THOMSON : I expect to receive
courtesy from the Premier, and I insist
upon getting it.

The CHAIRMAN:
must deal with the Ttem.

Me, THOMSON: I am doine so.

Hon. W. J. George: What is the amount
of the tea money?

AMr. THOMSON: I am entitled to ask
for this information. That is my job. There
was an increase of £3,000 over the WHsli-
mates of last vear. Why was the estimate
execeded?

The Premier: Beeause of the printing of
great volumes of “Hansard” that you have
been filling with nonsense.

The CHATIRMAN: Hon. members must
stop this cross-firing,

Alr. THOMSON: Tf the Premier is going
to endeavour to get his Estimates through in

[47}

hear,

en-

The hon. member
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this way and to treat us with discourtesy,
he mnust expect to meet with opposition,

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must speak to the Item. This eross-firing
must ¢ease. Members must et on with the
Estimates,

Mr. THOMSON: Of course. One hon.
member has just said te me, “What effect
will all the opposition have?”

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must discuss the Item. Whetber it is of any
benefit or not does not enter into the gues-
tion.

Mr. THOMSON: We are entitled to ask
these gnestions, and to find out why the esti-
mate of last yvear was exceeded by £1,092.
Will ihe Premier explain that9

The CHAIRMAN: The question is that
this Vote be agreed to.

Mr. THOMSON: Then the Premier 1s
not going to aecord us the courtesy of a
reply.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

AMr. THOMSON: I have asked the Pre-
mier a question,

The CHAIRMAN: The Premier has
made a statement as to the reason for the
increase.

AMr. THOMSON: That is for next year.
We are entitled to know about the expen-
diture incurred last year. What is included
in the amount for tea money?

The PREMIER: When officers have to
return to work in the evening, it is the
regular rule in the public service that they
shall he paid tea money. That has been the
practice for years.

Mr. THOMSON: What amount is in-
volved in that? Does this include printers
who are working under the Arbitration
award?

Mr. Sleeman: They are allowed tea money
under the Arbitration award.

Mr. THOMSON: How mmnech is involved
in the tea money?

The Minister for Works: T was employed
there for 13 years and never got any tea
money.

Mr. THOMSON: The Premier should
have the information available.

The PREMIER: I regret that I have not
minute details as to how mueh was spent
on tea wmoney, how much on postage, and
so forth.

Ttem—=Sick fund, £250;

Mi. ANGELO: What is the meaning of
this item? Tast vear £250 was voted for
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& sick fund, and none of the money was
spent. A similar item does not oceur in con-
nection with any other department,

The PREMIER: It is peeuliar to the
Government Printing Oftice. 1t represents
the Government's contribution on a pound
for pound basis to a sick fund to which ihe
employees also coniribuie,

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: The Govern-
ment did not contribute to it last year?

The PREMIER: No.

Mr. SAMPSON: In that case it would
seem that the Government need not comply
with the arbitration award for printers.
That sward involves payment for all time
lost through sickness.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—2'ourist Buveau, £2,132:

Mr. THOMSON: Will the Premier give
us a resumé of the work done by the Tour-
1st Bureau?

The Premier: No, indeed I will not.

Mr, THOMSON: In my idea the bureau
is not functioning properly.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
dealing with the first item. I do not think
we can have a general diseussion.

Mr. THOMSON: It bas been the prae-
tice to deal with divisions on the first item.
The bureau is not giving the results that
might be expected, The estimated revenue
is shown as nil, which is not quite fair to
the bureau. Tn the interests of the State,
more money should be available for seent-
ing publicity overseas. When visiting an-
other British dominion I found that for
days before the steanier reached port, there
were available numbers of booklets deserib-
ing the advantages of the dominion from
ihe aspect of land settlement, and also draw-
ing attention to places of interest. Owing o
lack of funds onr Tourist Bureau is not
able to perform equally useful functions.
At Durban, for example, there is a fine
tourist burcan which gives valuable infor-
mation to visitors. T do not wish it to he
thought that I am casting any reflection
upon the director of our Tourist Bureau.

The Premier: I think the director is doing
great work,

Mr. THOMSON: Certainly, with the
limited amount of money available to hiw,

The Premier: It is quite sufficient. We
cannot give him any more.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. THOMSON: Other British dominions
are almost lavish in their expenditure on
publicity. Encouragement of tourist iraffic
must mean to South Afriea, for instance, i
annual circulation of hundveds of thous-
ands of pounds by tourists. Qur bureau
should bLe granted funds ewoabling it o
broadeast panphlets concerning Western
Australia. The indivect benefit from such
publicity is enormons.

The Premier: The burcan has not been
denied anything.

Mr. THOMSON: I understand the di-
rector has received a polite intimation from
his chief, on behalf of the Treasurer, that
the bureau’s expendifure must not be in-
creased,

The Premier: For the past four weeks
the State has been inundated with tourists.

Mr., THOMSON: In co-operafion with
the newspapers, a great deal has been done
latterly. The chief credit for that is due to
Mr. Smith, the monaging editor of the
“West Australian.” The “Reso” trip has
also been heneficial, but that trip originated
with the Vietorian Railwavs Commissioner.
The more ontside capital we can introduce,
the better it will be for Western Australin,
Inereased expenditure on publicity through
fhe Tourist Bureun may wmean attraeting
men with capital and other desirnble jmmi-
arants,

Hon, W. J. GEORGE: T look upon the
Tonrist Burean as practieally a department
whose duty it is to put forward to all and
sundry, as far as means will allow, outside
the Stfafe and outside Australia, (he varions
points of interest in Western Australia.
The total expenditure on the hureau is abont
£2,008, while incidentals amounting te only
£350 are allowed for providing the pabulun
sent abroad in the shape of advertisements,
booklets and pamphlets, The amount scems
to me absolutely inadequate. If Western
Australia can afford a Tourist Bureau cost-
ing £2,000 a year—I would not mind if the
amount were larger—it eannot afford to
stint expenditure on advertisement. Years
ago trains used to travel along the Great
Southern line at night time, and there was
little settlement along the railwav. Then
arrangements were made to run the trains
during the day-time, and settlement really
started from that period; people could see
the country, and they taltked about it and
advertised it. ‘With £350 for incidentals, the
Tourist Bureau cannot do justice either io
itself or to the State. If the Premier could
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give some speeial time to the bureau, he
would learn thai with a comparatively small
increase in cxpenditure great results couid
be obtained.

Mr. ANGELO: On the opposite side uf
the vestibule, where the Tourist Bureau is
situated, is a large room with big glass
windows. That room is not often used.

The Premier: it is always in use for the
exhibition of local produets.

Mr., ANGELO: ‘Those exhibits remain
there for weeks st a time, but I think the
room could be better utilised if it were made
available for the purposes of the Tonrist
Bureau. in Sydney the Tourist Bureau is
estublished in Martin Place, the prineipal
contre of the ¢ity. In the Jarge windows
are huge photographs and information about
the different  heauty spots, and tours that
can be undertaken, Often there are large
crowds iu front of the windows and various
fours result from inspections made of the
photographs.  If something similar were
provided by the Tourist Bureau here, not
only would vur own people be induoeed to
visit our various beauty spots, but visitors
from other parts would learn of the trips
to he made. The director is doing as much
as he possibly ean in the circumstances, but
he requives more assistance. 1 am surprised
that no revenue is obtained by the depart-
ment. The bureaun acts as agent for the
State Shipping Service, and all agents are
supposed to get commission on aecount of
work done [ur other concerns. Why does
not the Tourist Bureau get credit for rvev-
enue under that hicading? Then in Sydney
the ‘Tourist Bureau gains some revenue
from the fares bhooked for excursions.

Hen, Sie James Mitehell:  They have a
greater spending department in that State.

My, ANGELQ: Baut the bureau here should
be allowed something for work that ig done.
The bureau recommends various hotels
thronghout the State, and surely the burean
shonld receive some commission in respect
of visitors sent to those hotels.

Mr. Thomson: The present position is
not fair to the director.

Mr. ANGELO: The Premier has indi-
eated that the divector will receive more a+-
sictanee, and we can rely on that help being
fortheoming,

Vote put and passed.

Vole- ~Literery and Scientific Grants, ete.,
£11.053:
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Item—Public Library, Museum, and Art
Gallery, and Travelling Libravy, £7,500:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
glad to see that {here is a small addition.
to the vote and that £200, which represents
the inerease, has been made available for
starting the travelling library for country
schools. It is not a big sum, but it will
be a start. \When we consider the number
of sehools throughout ine ecouniry areas,

we tust realise the number of ludls
who tleave school each year and re-
main in the country districts. If good

haoks are available, their teachers will ve-
commend. the lads to read those books, and
that will be a very good thing. While we
do nol want to advocate inereased expendi-
ture in these times, still 1 am rather sorry
that the vote in this instance is not larger.

The Premier: I was advised that #£200
would be sufficient, but, like most other
things, the work will grow.

Mr. Angelo: How far north will the
books he sent?

The Premier: The schene is not limited
fo any area.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I hope
the hooks will be carefully selected and that
they will be instructive and interesting.
In these days it is possible to get instrue-
tive books that make comparatively light
reading.

The Premier: The books will be selecied
by the Edueation Department.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I hope
they wiil be well selected, for I have heen
through the eountry distriets and know the
need there is for decent books.

The Premier: If good books are chosen,
they will have the effect of turning hoys’
minds along the right lines, instead of al-
lowing them to induige in trashy reading.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Most of
the modern novels are not fit for voung
people to read.

Item-—~Zoological Gardens, £3.000:

Hon. (+. TAYLOR: The Zoological Gar-
dens provide a fine resort for the ehildren
and 1 regret that no increase is provided.

The Premier : There is the natural in-
crease!

Hon. . TAYLOR : The gardens are a
areat attraction to visitors and I know that
those in control find it diffienlt to keep
thingz going.

My, ANGELO: I do not for one moment
desire to rugeest that the Zoological Gardens
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should be done away with; on the contrary,
I desire to see them considerably improved.
The time has arrived when we should con-
sider whether the Zoological Gardens are in
the right place, and we should decide that
question before any more money is spent
upon the institution. The land upon which
the zoo is situated is far too valuable for
such purposes. Even to-day the land could
be cut up and sold and the money derived
by that means would enable the Zoological
Gardens to be shifted to a more suitable
spot. It is not many years ago that the
Zoological Gardens at Sydney were removed
from their old site, where the land had be-
come too valuable, and were transferred to
the present location at Taronga Park. Now
it is recognised as the finest Zoological Gar-
dens in the Southern Hemisphere. I recom-
mend the Government to seriously consider
that phase before agreeing to spend any
more money on our own institution. If the
Zoological Gardens were transferred further
down the river, it would be invaluable in
opening up fhe outer areas and would con-
siderably improve our ferry services. The
site that appeals to me is to be found just
this side of Point Walter. It may be said
that that would be too far away, but the
same thing was said when the Sydney zoo
was shifted to Taronga Park. Then, again,
from a health point of view, 1 consider that
the presence of the Zoological Gardens in
the midst of a thickly populated area like
South Perth is not to be commended. I
hope the Government will give eonsideration
to the points I have raised.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Centenary Celebrations, £10,000:

Mr. THOMSON: What is the £10,000 pro-
vided for? .

The PREMIER: That is the amount it is
considered will be required this year for the
centenary celebrations. Of course, I am not
very sanguine about getting through on that
amount.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You will not be
able lo pet through on anything near that
amount,

The PREMIER: We know that there will
be quite a lot of expenditure in many and
varied directions, but the committee in
charge of the celebrations have estimated
that they will be ahle to get through on
£20,000, £10.00¢ of which is being provided
this vear and £10,000 will be provided next
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year. We shall be lucky if we get through
on that amount.

Hou. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
think there is any chance of getting through
on the amount indicated by the Premier. I
do not know that anyone can estimate what
the celebrations will cost this State.

The Premier: There is no basis upen
which the estimate ean be made.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of
course not. 1f we are to have celebrations,
they must be dccently carried out. The
revenue to the Treasury will be considerable.
If we spend £20,000, we shall make a con-
siderable profit on the year because people
will move ahout the Stafe; they will pay
railway fares, and will spend money in
various directions,

The Premier: But most of the travelling
will be done by coneession fares.

[Mr. Pgnion took the Chair,]

Hon. Sie JAMES MITCHELL: Still the
departient will make money, and so too
will the Treasury. But we are not going
to get through on £10,000, if indeed we can
get through on £20,000, We must do the work
decently if we do it at all. Contributions
from the public will not be very great; in
fact I do not think the publie should be
asked to contribute. I am afraid the State
must foot the Bill.

Mr. Clydesdale:
money up to date.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is of
no use either raising or spending wmoney
now, for the date is still too far away.

Mr, THOMSON: Probably I shall be
told that the question ought to be asked
when we are dealing with the Loan Esti-
mates, but T am wondering whether the
Giovernment have eonsidered any extensions
to Parliament ITonse as part and parcel of
the centenary celebrations. I understand
we have in the prounds at Parliament
House a foundation stone covered over
with a hougainvillea ¢reeper. There is ne
gainsaying the fact that within the House
there is a marked lack of accommodation,
and if the Government should decide to ex-
tend Parliament TTouse, as a part of the
centenary celebrations, everybody econ-
cerned will be very pleased.

The PREMTER: We have had an esti-
mate made of the eost of completing the
building, and a second estimate made of
the cost of erecting one wing at this end.

We have not raised any
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1t is a matter that will be considered by
the Government within the next week or
s0, when the Loan Estimates are heinyg
prepared.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Treasury, £20,595;

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The Treasurer’s de-
partments cmbrace the Treasury, Audit,
Compassionate  Allowanees, State Sav-
ings Bank, Government Stores, Taxation,
Workers’ MHomes Board, Miscellaneous,
Services, State Accident Insuranee Office
and the Council of Industrial Development.
I take it that under Standing Order 3864,
it is open to us to have a general diseus-
sion on this Vote. This afterncon some
members iried {o have a general diseus-
gion on cach division, which is not in
order. It is only in order to have a gen-
eral diseussion on the departments con-
trolled by one Minisfer. These are all
conirolled hy the Treasurer, so I take it
Standing Ovder 386A permits of a general
discussion before we pruceed to the eon-
sideration of the items. T notice that later
in the Estimntes we wzet the Fovests De-

partment.
The CHAIBMAN: That 1s in another
division.

1on. G TAYLOR: Yes, but it is under
the same Minister. When we come to it,
I will take the opportumty to make a few
remarks on foresiry generally.

The Premier: That will he separate.

Hon. (i, TAYLOR: | only want to make
it vlear that we ean now have the genern!
discussion we desire.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Audit, £11410:

ltemi— Chief Inspector: £672:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Auditor General, of course, is subjeet 1o
Parliament, wnot to the Minister. Thal
should he made clear. It is open to any
member of the House to approach the
Audiior General. We ean all go to him, for
he is an officer of Parliament. Duaring the
last few days one or two questions have
been asked in the House, and T think it
should be more generaliy understoed that
the Auditor General is an officer of Parlia-
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ment, and so 5 as mueh an officer of in-
dividual members as he is of the Premier.

The Premier: Yes, he is not an officer
of mine.

Mr. Davy: 1f he were to do anything
wrong, could you not carpet him?

The Premier: No, he comes under a
special Act.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, al
though his staff is subject to the Public
Serviee Commissioner. .

The Premier: 1t is an anomalous post-
tion.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Tt is.
The stafl ouglt to be the servants of Par-
liament. The Publie Service Commissioner
fixes thewr salavies, but he has no further
control.

Hon. GG Tavlor:
confrol i itself. )

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If it were
not so, probably they would not be as well
uft as they nre. The point is that while we
have no right to go o any departmental
official, we have a right to go lo the Auditor
General. We have always bad that right,
and we huve it still. The Auditor General's
report for last year has not been discussed:
very. much in the House, and now we have
his report for this year, which will have to
be disenssed when we bave had time to
digest it. Meanwhile, I do not think we
can ohject very mueh v items that appear
i this Votc They are much the same as
they were last. vear and there has been very
litile - inerease in the expenditure, so we
ought to be satisfied.

Myr. THOMSON: In aceordance with the
established custom of the House, and with
a desire to olbtain information from the
Auditor General, T asked the Premier, as
Leader of the House, if he would request
the : Auditor General to indicate to the
House what, in his opinion, is the correct
amount that shonld be charged to publie
zalaries on revenue aceount, as per bis eriti-
cism on page 38 of his report of 1927. I
know we have a perfect right to go to the
Anditor General ourselves, bot T ask mem-
bers what would have heen my pesition had
I gone to the Auditor General and privately
asked him that guestion.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell:
private matter. .

Mr. THOMSON: At all events, I took
a straightforward course in asking that the
House should be officially notified through

That is pretty good

That is not a
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the Leader of the House, and I vegrei that
I' did not reeeive a satisfactory reply.

The Premier: You got o perfeetly
courteous reply.

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, | got a perfectly
courteous reply. Bub when earlier in the
session we asked when the Aunditor Ceneral's
report would be available, the Premier did
not then think it beneath lis position to
pass the question on to the Aunditor General
and get the reply that it would be available
dhout the middle of Oetober,

The Premier: That was quite n different
matter.

Mr. THOMSON: I do not think so. We
are faced with a very peenliar position n
the House. The Auditor General, who is
our auditor, submits to us his digest ¢f the
financial revenue and expenditure for the
past 12 months.

The CHATRMAN: I hope the hon. mem-
ber is not going tu discuss the Auditor Gen-
eral’s report. :

Mr. THOMSON: I am dealing with the
Auditor General’s department.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon, member will
not be allowed to diseuss the Auditor Gen-
eral’s report.

Mr, THOMSON:
partment.

The CHATRMAN: The Auditor General
is under a special Act, and his report can-
not be discussed on this item.

Mr. THOMSON: Am I io understand
that we cannot diseuss the Auditor Gen-
eral’s report on this item?

The CHAIRMAN: That is so. The items
of the Vote can be diseunssed, but the Audi-
tor General is under a special Aet.

Mr. THOMSON: But the report that he
has submitted

The CHAIRMAN: T have given my rul-
ing. If the hon. member cannot accept lt
he must move to disagree with it.

Mr. THOMSON: Buat snrely to good-
ness——

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must accept my ruling or move to disagree
with it. I am not going to allow the
Anditor General’s report to be discussed on
this item. The lhon. memher can move ito
disagree with my ruling, znd get the
Speaker’s ruling.

I will disenss his de-

[Dissent from Ruling.]

Myr. Thomson: Very well. T move—

T lmt the Commiittee discents from the :Chair-
man’s ruling.

. JASSEMBLY.]

It seems to me we are all very much afraid
of discussing anything.
Mr. Marshall: On a point of order. I

take exception to that remark. It is a re-
flection upon the Chair.
The Chairman: Order! The Chair

perfectly well able to look after 1t=e]f

[The Speuker took the Charr]

The Chairman reported the dissent.

Mr. Thomson: I requested ecertain in-
formation from the Premier by way of a
question and received a reply Lhat the Gov-
crument eould not prefer a request of the
kind to the Auditor General. Then I asked
how the information could he ohtained. The
Leader of the Opposition pointed out that
the Auditor General was an officer of this
House and that every member was entitled
to visit him and obtain information. I was
endeavouring to show that I had adopted
the straightforwnrd method of asking for
the information to be supplied to the Flouse
by the Auditor General, but as I was pro-
ceeding on those lines the Chairman of
Committees ruled me ont of order—

The Premier: That is not the position.

Mr. Thomson: and said I could not
diseuss the Anditor Genceral’s report.

M. Panton: That is so.

Mr. Thomson: The officers of the depart-
ment prepared the report.

The Premier: It is the Auditor General’s
report,

Mr. Panton: In support of my ruling I
pointed out that we were dealing with a sub-
department and not with a department. No
salary is shown in the Estimates for the
Auditor General because he comes under a
speeial Aet. If the hon. member were
allowed to discuss the Auditor General’s re-
port under a division that deals with the
salaries of his officers, there is nothing to
show that any of his offieers had anything
to do with the report.

Mr. Thomson: Then how is the report
prepared?

Mr. Panton: The Auditor General’s re-
port has nothing te do with the items, and
if a discussion were allowed on the report,
members need not discuss tho Estimates at
all,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell . Tt seems to me
we can diseuss the work of any department;
otherwise it would be futile merely to argue
that Mr. Brown receives £400 and should
get more or less. All the evening we have
heen diseussing the work of various depart-
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ments, and the report in question iy the
work of the Auditor General’s department.

Mr. Marshall: What dors the Anditor
General get under this division?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There is work
fo be done in the Auditor Generul’ Depart-
menft or there would be no staff. Sarely we
‘can discuss the work of the chief inspector
and say the report is the result of his work,
‘which it is. The member for Menzios, whko
is =0 wise now, will probably discuss fares
and freights to Cue on the Railway Esti-
‘mates.

Mr. Panton: Only during the general dis-
cussion on the department.

Hyn, Sir James Mitehell: There is nwu
doubt the Auditor General’s report can be
discussed at this stage.

The Premier: This question has often
arisen in years past, and it seems to me en-
tirelv bevond doubt that the Auditor Gen-
eral’s report cannot be discussed under this
division, His report is a document dealing
with the finances of the State.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We make pro-
vision in the Estimaies so that the report
can he prepaved.

The Premier: To suggest that if the office
boy were under diseussion a member could,
read a report dealing with the finances of
the State and having nothing at all to do
with the office boy is untenable. There is
nothing in the report that has to do with
Auy item in the division.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: What does the
chief inspector do?

The Premier: We eannot assume that the
-Auditor General’s report is a report by the
32 ofticials in the department. It would be
going from the sublime to the ridiculous to
permit discussion’ of the Aunditor General’s
repert” dealing with the financial operations
of the State under an item for an office boy.

Hon. G. Taylor: The member for Katan-
ning desired to discuss the Auditor General’s
report, and rend a question he had suhk-
miited to the Hou=e. the answer to whiech
ke decined unsatisfactory. The T.eader of
the Opposition and other members pointed
out that the Auditor General was s servant
of Parliament, and inferred that he was a
servant of this Flouse. The Auditor General
is a servant of hoth Houses. The Leader of
the Opposition said that any member was
at liberty to discuss matters of finance with
the Aunditor General. That is correct, hut

N7

I do pot see bow diseussion of the Auditor
General’s report can be permitted on the
item now being cobsidered. 1 should like
to remove the hazy idea that this is the
Parliament of Western Australia. It s
only one branch of the legislature; it takes
both Houses to make Parliament and the
Auditor General is u servant of both Housrs,
The member for KNatanning should have
moved a substantive motion ordering the
Auditor General to answer certain guestions
to Parliament, and he would then have sent
his ecomununieation to 3r. Speaker, who
would have read it to the House. The Andi-
tor General is not under the control of the
Government; and it i% to be hoped he never
will he,

Mr. Pantou: That has nothing to do with
the question.

Hon. G. Taylor: Unless there is something
in the report with the items under disens-
sion, the hon. member is not in order in
reading it.

The Premier: There is nothing in the re-
port bearing on these items.

Hon. G. Taylor: So far as 1 am aware,
there is not.

Mr. Speaker: Gencrally great freedom is
permitted when discussing the Estimates.
1f the hon. member had taken a proper
opportunity, all points dealing with the
Trensurer could have been diseussed under
the general heading.

Hon. G. Taylor: I pointed that out.

Mr. Speaker: That stage, however, has
heen passed, and though members are per-
mitted to speak more than once on the
items, they must confine themselves to the
item under discussion. The item under dis-
cussion is No. 1 relating to the chief in-
speetor and under that heading no other
matter c¢an De discuszed. Even under the
general heading of Andit Department it
would he entirely irrelevant and ount of
order for a membher to drag in a matier en-
tirely foreign to the item in the sense that
it iz not ineluded in the item. As the Pre-
mier pointed out, it is an altogether un-
warranted assumption that the Auditor
General haz not prepared his own report
and that he has submitted it to everyone
in his department. Perhaps he has ob-
tained information from cvery officer in
the department. but it is his report.
The item under discussion is not the Audi-
tor-General’s report, but Item No. 1 on the
Bstimates, under the heading of *Audit.”
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Consequently I must uphold the Chairman’s
ruling,

Committee resumed.

Mr. THOMSON :
That the item be reduced by £50.

I move—

I move this as a protest against the acuun
of the department in submitling a report
that does not contain the information de-
sired by members. This is the only means
available to me of moving a vote of censure
upen tbe oflicer in question for failing to
supply the Committee with the fullest in-
formation. It has been shown that a greater
proportion of interest has been charged wp
to loan than should have been charged.

The PREMIER: 1T rise to a point of
order. The hon, member is discussing the
amount charged ecither to loan or to
revenue. That has no relationship to the
salary of this officer, That is due to action
on the part of the Government. To attempt
to make relevant a discussion upon loan and
revenue charges under this item is even
more disorderly than the atfempt that was
made with regard to the Auditor-General’s
_ report.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
out of order. He is unable to deal with the
Auditor-General’s report on this item.

Mr. THOMSON: We are paying this
officer a salary of £672. 1 am entitled to
move for a rednction of the item.

The CHATIRMAN: Yes, but not to dis-
cuss the Auditor General’s report.

Mr. THOMSON: I am cntitled to give
my reason for moving the amendment.

The Premier: If the reasons are relevant.

Mr. THOMSON: ©upe would look rather
foolish if onme moved suech an amendment
without giving any reasons. If we cannot
discuss the action of the officers under the
Anditor-General, we are ounly wasting the
time of the Committee.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member ean
discuss a reduection of the officer’s salary, but
is not permitted to discuss the Anditor-
General’s report or the financial policy of
the Government. The offieer in question is
not responsible for either.

Mr. THOMSON: Why are we paying
this officer?

The CHAIRMAN: T am not in a posi-
tion to answer that question.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. THOMSON: We are paying out
£14,440 for the salaries of these officers.

The Premier: On this item?

Mr. THOMSON: For the whole of the
department.

The Premier:
this item.

Mr. THOMSON: Are we not discussing
the total sam of £14,000%

The CHAIRMAN: No, Members are
disenssing the rcduction of the Chief In-
spector’s salary.

Mr. THOMSON: T have moved to that
effect. Am T not permitited to give my
reasons for taking such n step?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member can
give ns many reasons as he likes, so long as
he is in order.

Mr. THOMSON: The information sup-
plied to the Chamber is not very satisfae-
tory. If I endeavour to express an opinion
the Premier will rise to a point of order.

Mr. Corhoy: How do yon kmow this
officer is vesponsible %

Mr. THOMSON: How does the hon.
member know he is not responsible? We
know he has much fo do with the prepara-
tion of the report as the Auditor-General.

Mr. Corboy: How do you know that?

Mr. THOMSON: How does the hon.
metnber know to the contrary?

The CHATRMAN: Order.

The Minister for Railways:
job.

Mr. THOMSON: Why are we paying
him £672 a year if it is not his job? No
ong here can give us the information we
want. Apparently no one has any control
over the Audit Department, although its
officers are servants of Parliament. When
we ask for information we are blocked on
every side, and prevented from doing our
duty. The only eourse open to me will bhe to
move a speeial motion in the House for the
disenssion of the Auditor-General’s report.

The CHAIRMAN : That is the only
proper course to take.

Mr. THOMSON : If so, why are we asked
to pass this sum of £14,0009 The Premier,
when on this side of the House, repeatedly
stated that apparently members had to he
satisfied with whatever information Minis-
ters desired to give them. He himself is
putting that policy into practice,

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

The Premier: I rise to
order.

But we are dealing with

It is not his

a poinl of
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The CHAIRMAN: T have already called
the hon. member to order. He is getting
away from the amendment,

Hon. W. J. GEORGE : I support the
amendment. According to the ruling that
has been given, we should have discussed the
Auditor-General’s report when the Esti-
mates were dealt with as a whole, How in
the devil could we discuss the report when
we bad not got it? For years members have
urged that this report should be brought
down before the presentation of the Esti-
mates. It is time Parliament told these offi-
cers that they have certain duties to perform
in this matter, so that members may be able
properly to analyse the Estimates, If they
are properly carrying out their functions,
these officers should furnish the report in
time. If this motion is carried, it will bring
it home to the Aunditor-General as well as bis
chief inspector that they must see that the
report is supplied to Parlinment before the
Estimates are brought down.

Mr. Davy: On the other hand, the Govemn-
ment should not bring down the Estimates
until they have received the Auditor-
General’s report.

Hon. W, J, GEORGE : T blame other
Governments as well. For years past we
have rnot had the report until a discussion
upon it has been ruled out of order.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I hope the hon. mem-
ber will withdraw the amendment.

Mr. Thomson: I am going to put my pro-
test on record.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: It is an unfortunate
method of protest.

The Premier: 1t is a silly method.

Mr, Thomson: It is the only one available,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: It is foolish to attempt
to reach a point by reducing the salary of
an officer who is not responsible.

The Premier: It is childish.

Hon. W, J. George: How do you know he
is not responsibie?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Tt is not the proper
method, and I cannot support the hon. mem-
ber. 1 fail to see how he will attain his
object by reducing this salary by £50,

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. DAVY: What is the position of the
Auditor-General and his subordinates? The
former is a servant of Parliament, and the
same thing applies to his assistants. I
understand, however, that the Public Service
Commissioner thinks he is entitled to carpet
the Auditor-General’s subordinates for what
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he regards as breaches of Public Serviee
regulations. I have always thought that a
member of Parliament was entitled to go to
the Auditor-General, or with his permission
to any of his subordinates, and ask any
questions he thought fit.

The Premier: I think he should go to the
bead, who would then get the information
from his officers.

Mr. DAVY : I thought the Auditor-
General was perfectly free, or his subordi-
nates, with his permission, to supply any
information to any member, and that no one
had any right to eriticise him or any of his
subordinates for giving that information. Is
that the correct view?

The Premier: Not guite.

Mr. DAVY: What is the position? If
the Auditor-General is not available to give
this information, I should be able to go to
the Chief Inspector for the same purpose.

The PREMIER: That is not quite cor-
rect. The whole of the stalf of the Audit
Depariment are under the Publie Service
Act and regulations. The Anditor General
may give permission {o one of his staff to
supply information to any member of Par-
liament, hat e has not the power to give
permission to one of his officers to supply
information that is in any way prohibited
by the Public Serviee Act and regulations,
Therefore, if any officer of the Audit De-
partment did anything contrary to the Pub-
lic Service Act or regulations—and there are
regnlations dealing with the giving of in-
formation by officers of the Publie Serviee—
then, even although he had the permission
of the Anditor-General, he would still be
guilty of a breach of the regulations, and
could be punished by the Public Service
Commissioner.

Mr, Davy: Is that right?

The PREMIER: I an not saying that it
is right. DPerhaps it could be well argued
that the staff of the Audit Department
should be entirely under the control of the
Anditor General. However, it is not so to-
day; the whole of the Audit staff are under
the Public Serviee Commissioner.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: They are under
the Aect, but not subject to the Public Service
Commissioner’s control.

The PREMITER: They are subject to his
control under the Aect and regulations.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I can
quite understand that it would be necessary
for a member of Parliament to approach the
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head of the department, the Auditor General
himself, or the official acting for him. That
i what we are entitled to do, and that is all
we need to do. Probably we would not geti
very useful information if we went to a
subordinate member of the staff. I do not
think the Public Service Commissioner ean
control the detail work of any officer of the
Public Service.

The Premier: But if any officer broke a

regulation, the Public Service Commissioner
would deal with him,
. Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: But the
officer would have to be reported fo .the
Public Serviee Commissioner by the head
of the department.

The Premier: Not necessarily by the head
of the department,

Mr. Duvy: No, and that is the trouble,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I think
a suspension would be mmade by the head
of the department, and an inguiry held
by the Public Service Commissioner. Iu
any case, I eannvt see that there is any-
thing to hide in connecfion with any pub-
lie department.

“ Hon. G, TAYLOR: Members of Parlia-
ment, I understand, sre at perfeet liberty
to ask the Auditor General any question,
and he is entitled to answer any question
if he thinks it proper for him to answer;
and for any action he¢ may take he is re-
sponsiblc neither to the Publie  Serviee
Commissioner nor anyhody else, except Par-
liament alone. If D’arliament (hought the
Aunditor Generul gave information which
was improper for him to give, Parliament
would ceusure bim for doing so.

- The CHAIRMAN: We are diseussing
the Chicf Inspector, and not the Auditor
General,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I do not think it
wouhl be wige to allow any subordinate of
the Auditor General, even the Chief Tnspec-
tor, to answer questions on hehalf of the
Auditor General without his knowing anv.
thing about it.

Mr. DAVY: I suggest that the Audit
Depavtment, the head and all the officers,
should he regarded ns belonging to us, apd
as subject to no right of eriticism by any
other human being.  The present position,
I understand, is not so. The Auditor Gen-
eral cannot he inferfered with by anyhody
axeept Purliament, but apparently his sub-
ordinates are considered by the Publie Ser-
vice Commissioner to he under him.

The Premier: They are,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Me. DAVY: I think they are, in law;
and 1 submit that that is wrong.  Any
member of Parliament ought to be allowed
fo go to the Andit Department and see any-
body he likes, and ask anything he likes,
and {he only person to eriticise him should
be the Auditor General himself, who might
say, “lt is discourtepus for you to go 1o
ang of my oflicers; vou should ecome to me.”
{ ask the Premier to agree with me in thal
view.  Obviously, the Aunditor General
should Le entitled io know what is going
ont in his department. The incident I re-
fer to is that a subordinate—I believe it
15 the oflicer we are now diseussing—gave
sertain information in the temporary ab-
sence of the Auditor General, and was car-
peted for so doing hy the Public Service
Commissioner.

The Tremier: For hreach of the reguln,
tion.

Mr, DAVY: I submit that that is absol-
ute rubbish,

Hon. Sir James Mitehell:
the Auditor General?

Mr. DAVY: The Publie Scrvice Commis-
sioner was within the striet letier of thy
law, bat I eonsider he did not show much
diserction, because the spiril of the thing
is that the only man who should be per-
mitted to criticive the subordinates of a
man who is our servant is that man him-
self. I would ask the Premier fo tell the
Comnitlee that he will put this ofticer in a
completely independent position with regard
to anybody in the world except the Auditor
General.

Mr. SAMPSON: If the Public Serviee
Commissioner did not take steps when he
considered them necessary, he would he
open to eensure,

The CHAIRMAN: We are not discussing
the Tublic Service Commissioner,

Mr. SAMPRON: It might be open at
a later stage to bring down a measure
amending the present system.

Who moved

Iten—Examiners of aecounts, £340:

My, THOMSON- I regret that T ecan
discuss this matter only by moving—

That the item be reduced by £40.

We eannot dizeuss the Auvditor (eners)
himself, since bis appointment is by stat-
ute. The examiners of accounts, when sub-
mitting their reports to the Auditor Gen.
eral, should have indicated to him the cor-
reet amount to he charged in the matter
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concerning whieh 1 am aking inquiries.
From my point of view the examiners
have heen negligent inamnueh as, afler ea-
amining the aceounis of the Public \Works
Department and making cvertoin slatements
as to too much bheing charged against ane
section, they did not state the proper charge
to Le made against revenue.

Amendinent put ana negatived.

Vote put and passed.

Vole—Compassionute Allowances, £1.907
—agreed to.

"ote—State Savings Bank, £32,539:

Mr. ANGELO: Has the Treasurer pro-
tested in any way to the IPrime Minister
against what, if T were allowed by the
Standing Orders to do so, T would call the
damnahly unfair treatment of Western Aus-
tralia by the Federal Government in their
attempt to eollar the deposits from our State
Savings Bank? Hon. members will he
aware that lately an advertisement has
appeared inereasing the rate of interest on
deposits in the Commonwealth Savingg
Bank, which is in competition with

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member may not discnss that matter on the
item before the Chair.

Mr. ANGTLO: T suggest that the mana-
ger of the State Savings Bank take steps to
meet this unfair ecompetition. The other
dav T asked the Premier if he could give
me the fieures showing the deposits with
the Commonwealth Savings Bank and the
advances made. We were told that the
bank had £5.000.000 worth of devosits in
the State, but the Premier eould not give me
anv ficures rezarding advances made., He
suezested I conld obtain that information
from the bank. I saw the manager of the
Commonwenlth Bank and he promised to
Jot me hnve them, but I have not vet re-
eeivad the nartieulars.

Fon, Ri- James Mitchell: The statistieian
geta thnes fionres every month.

My ANGTETO: Not the advances. Ac-
covdine to what T have heen told elsewhere,
ths advanees made bv the Commonwealth
da not penresent 50 per cent. of the de-
pocite,  That indicates that the Common-
wonlth Banl is taling an nnfair advantage
of tha neanln of this State,

Thn FAATRMAN: Order! The hon.
memher must eonfine himself tn the Vota,
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Mr. ANGELO: 1 suggest thai the Pre-
mier ~hould ask the nanager of the State
Savines Bank to protest against the unfair
attitude of the Commonwealth Bank. Tt
is only fair to the State that money saved
Iy the people here and lodged in the G
menwealth Bank, shall be utilised in the
development of the State and not be taken
outside the State.

Vore put and passed.

Tote—Govermnent Stores, 517,029; Tara-
tion, £30,000; Workerss Homes Board,
£17 85 1—agreed to.

Tote—iscellaneous Services, 8435446 :

Ttem—Refunds of revenue not otherwise
provided for £€13,000;

My, ANGELO: What does this item vefer
to? .

The PREMIER: Tt is to provide for re-
funds of amounts collected by the Taxa-
iton Dopartment in excess of the tax as-
vessed.

Ttem—Interest and Exelange, £30,000:

Mr. ANGELO: last year the vote was
£40,000 and £64,000 was cxpended. This
year the Estimate is £30,000 and that, ae-
vording to the printed Estimates, repre-
sents a decrease of £4,808. There seems
ta be something wrong with those details.

The PREMIER: This item refers to in-
tercst on bank overdvaft on Government
accounts in this State, in the Eastern
States and also in London. It ineludes
some small exchanges on remittances. The
decreased expenditure is aceounted for by
the decreased interest it is anticipated will
have to be paid on the London overdrafs,
on aceount of the overdraft having been re-
duced by a £3,000,000 loan raised towards
the end of the last financial yvear.

Ttem— Railway Advisery Board, £100:

“Mr. THOMSON: The vote secms very
small for the purposes of a hody like the
Railway Advisory Board.

The PREMTER: The vole is ruite suf-
licient. The members are salaried officers
and the vote covers the expenses incidental
to the travelling the board undertakes frowm
time to time.

Item—Aeroplane landing ground, Marble
Bar, £ for £ up to £123, £125:
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Mr, THOMPSON: Have the Government
taken any steps to provide landing grounds
for geroplanes in other parts of the State,
particularly in view of the progress of
aviation in these days?

The PREMIER: We have not taken
any steps generally wnder that heading,
but if a request is made Tor assistance to
provide landing grounds in various parts
of the State, we will deal with each appli-
cation on its merits. There is no part of
the State more entitled to assistance under
this heading than the outer parts of the
North. In this instance, the town is off the
ordinary aviation route and the provision
of a landing ground at Marble Bar will
enalle aeroplanes to land there in tie
event of serious illness necessitating the
transfer of a patient to a centre whera
medieal attention can be received,

[My. Lutey took the Chair.)

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: On the re-
cognised aviation routes, the Federal Gov-
ernment provide the Janding places.

The PREMIER: Yes, but Marble Bar is
not on & recognised route. The residents
desire to have a landing ground and have
provided the major portion of the money
required.

Mr. THOMSON:  When the Federal
Treasurer was in the Katanning distriet re-
cently, a request was made to him for as-
sistanee in providing a landing ground, but
Dr. Earle Page stated that that was a func.
tion of the State Government. I wish {o
ascertain whether the Government are
making provision for landing grounds in
areas that may be surveyed in the futore.
Aviation is here to stay and T think the
Government should make provision for
landing grounds in any newly opened-up
areas.

Ttem—TFederal State Finance proposais.
amount to be placed in suspense until agree-
ment becomes binding by law and then to
be appropriated, £350,000.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: When
the Premier was dealing with the Financial
Agreement, he told the House that £427,550
would be saved to the Staie under the
terms of the agreement. We know he set
aside £150,000 the year Dbefore last,
£350,000 last year and now a further
£350,000 lias been provided, making a tota)
of £830,000 in all. Ef the Financial Agree-

[ASSEMBLY.)

ment should not be passed, we shall have
te make good, not £800,000, but something
over £1L,000,000. Is the £850,000 as much
as we should have peid to the London trus-
tees?

The Premier;
should bave patd.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of
course we may have paid off some of the
loans since the Premier made his earlier
statement. If the correct amount were
427,000, the provision made shows that
there will he a difference of £77,000.

The Premier: There is some explanation
for that. 1 cannot give it to you at the
nmoment.

Hon. Sir JAMES AMITCHELL: In 1927
it wonld appear that the amount, according
to the Auditor-General, was £154,000, but
we set aside £150,000 only. When he per-
suaded us to accept the Winaneial Agrec-
ment Bill, the Premier told us that £427,000
les= would be paid into the sinking funds
for the frustees in London. Probably sowe
leans hove matured sinee then, but I would
like the Premier, if he cannot tell me the
position now, to let me kuow later on if the
£150.000 is the correct amount.

The Premier: Yes, that is the correct
amount.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Well, it
does not tally.

The Premier: As T have already indi-
eated to you, lhere is an explanation of that
position, but I connot give it to you at the
moment. I was dealing with the Financial
Agreement when I made the earlier state-
ment. ’

Hon. Siv JAMES MITCHEELL: Yes, the
Premicr’s statement must have been correet
at the time, and unless there has been some
amount paid off since, it shonld still be cor-
rect. T it is vight, it means that we have
set aside £77,000 too little For the year. This
is o serious matter. T{ is a very serious
part of our work for the year, and £77,000
is a big amount. I shal]l he glad if the Pre-
mier will look into it and give us an ex-
planatinn subsequently.

The Premier: Very well, T will,

Mr. Angelo: Can we not postpone this
item?

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Itis not
neeessary.  The Premier will look into it
and let us know.

That is the amount we

Vote put and passed.
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Vote—State Adccident Imsurance

£3,559:

Office,

Ttem—Allowanes to Government Actuary
£300, and Deputy Registrar-General £150,
and proportion of Registrar-General’s De-
partment salaries chargeable to State Aecei-
dent Insurance Office €132, £582:

Mr. LINDSAY: On the general debate
1 took exception to this being here at all.
In order to express my disspproval I
move an amendment—

That the item he

I do not think I
whole Vote,

Hon. Sir James Mitchelt :
against it.

Mr. LINDSAY : T intend to do =0, hit
in the meantime I mean to reduce it by
£100. On two oceasions the Government
have brought down to the Honse Bills aun-
thorising the ecstablishment of State insur
ance, and both Bills were defanted. Never-
theless, we find on the Estimates thiz Vota
for State insuranee.

Hon, G. TAYLOR: T take it the hon.
member is moving his amendment by way of
expressing his disapproval of the Govern-
ment carrying on State insurance.

Mr. Lindsay: That is right.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Beeczuse the Gov-
emment have no lezrl anthority to carry on
State insurance. T do not think this is the
proper place for the amendment. The total
at the bottom of the column, in other words
the whole Vote, is where the amendment
shonuld be moved, However, there is no pus-
sible chanee of carrying the amendment, for
this is part of the Government’s poliey.
State insurance is against the law of the
Iand, but the Government are strong enongh
to carry it on. There ts another place that
could denl with this on the Appropriation
Rili.

The Premier: Why make surh a sngges-
tion?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Another place have
twice refused the Government anthority to
carry on State insuranee. Still, another
plaee have not done their duty for thev hare
neglected to say to the Government, “Tf you
insist upon doing this illezal thing, we will
not pass your Appropriation Rifl.”

Mr. Thomson: We will see that vour re-
marks are noted.

reduced by Liow,

ean move to delete the

You can vote
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Hon. G. TAYLOR: I hope (hey are noted
in another place. 1t is quite in order for
the bon. member, with a view v testing the
question, to move to reduce the whole item
hy £100.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell:
out the lot, not reducec itf.

Hon. G. TAYLOR.: I do not know that
this is the proper place for the amend-
ment. 1 would prefer to see it moved on
the toial amount.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: I should
like to know from the Premier why this
item is so much less this year than it was
last vear, when it was set down at £800.
This yeav it is. only £583. I understand
there is an officer in charge of this depart-
ment, the Government Actunary.

The CHAIRMAN: T think we had betler
deal with the amendment before the Chair,

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Bat be-
fore 1 agree to reducc the item still further,
T want to know how it is it has been reduced
by so much already. Surcly 1 am entitled
to know that, in order that I may determine
whether I should vote for a further redue-
tion. If this is to eover the salaries of three
officials, I can only say I do not believe in
sweating anybody. If the bon. member has
moved his amendment merely in order to
express his disapproval of the Government
carrying on State insurance, we should
strike out the Vote altogether, I must pro-
test agningt this illegal act on the part of
the Ciovernment. There was no special
reason why this office had to be set up when
it was, The Covernment ignored the law
of the land. We ought to resent the con-
tinuance hy the Government of this State
Tnsurance Oflice. Last year Parliament re-
jeeted the Bill to authorise State insurance,
despite whieh we are now asked to vote a
stum for ils maintenance, If the object of
this amendment be to reduce the amount
paid to the officials doing the work, it would
not be right to support it; but if the object
le to protest against the illegal act of the
Government, we should be quite justified in
supporting it. However, since the Premier
has already reduced this amount by some
£300, it would be helpful to know how he
managed to do it.

Mr, ANGELO: T suggest to the member
for Toodyay that he withdraw his amend-
menf, and further that he does not ask for
any reduction of the total amount. Becanse
if the amendment were earried it would be
fantamount to saying that we agree to the

Let us wipe
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passing of a lesser sum. All those against
this illegal act by the Government should
vote against the whole Vote and azk for a
division, se that it may be recorded in
“Hansard” that we do not lend our counten-
ance to this thing at all. 1 suggest the
amendment be withdrawn, and that we op-
pose the total Vote.

Mr. LINDSAY: It was not my intention
to reduce the salary of any officer. My
amendment was intended as a protest. 1t
was remarkable that when the Bill was in
troduced into tle House—

The CHAIRMAN: That eannot he dis-
cussed on this item.

Mr. LINDSAY: I do not wish to do any-
thing to veduce any offieer’s salary. My
only desire is to protest against the Gov-
ernment carrying on Siate insurance after
the Bill to authorise State insurance has
been rejected.

The Premier: Notwithstanding that the
people of the eountry endorsed it.

Mr. LINDSAY: That may be, but on
two occasions Parliament rejected it.

The 'remier: The House that represenis
the people passed it twiee, but the House
that does not represent the people refused
to pass it

Mr. LINDSAY:
amendment.

T will withdraw my

Ainendment by leave withdrawn.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T still
want to know from the Premier why this
item has heen reduced.

The PREMIER: This item represents
allowances to Government Actuwary £300,
and Deputy Registrar General £150, and
proportion of Registrar General’'s Depari-
ment salaries chargeable to State Aceident
Tnsurance Office £132, or a total of £582.
As the hon. member has pointed out, therc
is shown here a decrease of £308. The ifem
represents allowances of £300 and £150 pay-
able to the Government Actnary and Deputy
Registrar General respectively. The balance
of the amount, namely £132, represents the
sum to he rebated to the salaries Vote of
the Registrar Gencral’s Department.  The
amount is considerably reduced on aecouni
of an adjustment having been made in the
Regisirar Generals Department’s salaries
rehated from the State Accident Insurance
Office.

(ASSEMBLY.]

Item—Medical Officer, £852:

Mr. ANGELO: I shounld like to ask the
Premier what will be the funetions of this
officer.

The PREMIER: This ifem represents a
new appointment, and is the salary payable
to the medical officer engaged to examine
¢laimants under the Workers Compensa-
tion Act, and applicants for employment
with the Railway Department. The Rail-
way Department bears half the cost. The
medien] officer is to deal with the work of
the Railway Department and also the work
of the State Insurance Office, and the salary
is to be divided hetween them. In the pas,
railway employees supplied certificates from
private doctors. Now the medieal officer
will examine and certify in respect of rail-
way employees, He is a salaried man.

Alr. Angels: Does not the Workers' Com-
pensatioii Act allow a elaimant to go to his
own doctor? ' '

The PREMIER ! Yes, hut there must bo
some cheek on the private doetor. This
officer will also do the work for the State
Insuranece Department. That is why this
amonnt i1s provided here.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Who is this medical
officer?

The Premier: I understand he has only
just been appointed.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: But is he a Western
Australian man?

The Premier: I am not sure that the ap-
pointment has yet been made. It has been
considered, but T do not think it has yet
heen completed.

Hon, G. TAYLOR : This item is set apart
for that officer, when appointed? T under-
stand you have called for app:iications, but
the appointment has not yet been definitely
made.

The Premier: It is in the hands of the
Medieal Department.

Hon. G- TAYLOR: Am I to understand
that the amount given here represents his
annual salary?

The Premier:
manent officer.

Hon. G. TAYLOR:
for the 12 months?

The Premier: Yes, for the whole of the
12 months.

Mr. ANGELO: In addition to paying the
nedieal man’s salary, the office will have
to pay the claimants’ medical mer, but it
will he an advantage not onlv to the State

Yes. He will be a per-

At £852. That is
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office but to all insurance offices to have a
medical man to check the unfair cbarges
made by a certain section of the mediecal
fraternity. He will bz able to examine the
agcounts of some of the medical men who
have been making a welter of their charges.
The Ac¢t allows £100 for medical expenses
and I have seen numbers of bills that have
got up as high as £98 and £99.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: If it is the law
of ihe land, the betfer plan would be to
alter the law. .

Mr. ANGELO: I was hopeful that the
Government would bring down an amend-
ing Bill to prevent that sort of thing. It
the new medical man does his job and. ex-
presses his opinioii on the bills submitted
by some of the cormorant doctors, the
appointment will be warranted—that is,
provided the State insurance office 5 a
legally constituted depariment.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Is it intended that
this medical officer shall examine only rail-
way employees?

The Minister for Justice: A railway em-
ployee who becomes sick will have to go to
him for a certificate.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: It will not affect
workers’ compensation as regards the gold-
fields?

The Minister for Justice: No.

Item—Ailowance to Mine Workers’ Re-
lief Fund, £450:

Hon, G. TAYLOR: If it is intended to
divide the Committee on the vote, it may
be said that anyone voting in favowr of
the item will be in favour of the Govern-
ment carrying on the State Jnsurance Office
iHlegally. On the other hand, if we do not
allow the Government to earry on until they
get an Act of Parliament, we shall be im-
posing a hardship on the people. The Gov-
ernment said they established a State Acci-
dent “nsurance Office beecause Parliament
had passed a measure compelling people to
insure emplovees, and the employers could
not insure some men, as private companies
would not take the risk. While I would noi
support the Government in any illegal aet,
I do not think I would be doing right if I
voted against the division. The Govern-
ment <honld bring down another Bil}, and
if another place throws it out, they ean
make mrovicion in the Appropriation Bill
to earry on as hefere. I do not want the
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Lovernment to carry on illegally, but I do
not wish to see them put in a deplorable
position.

Mr. J. H, SMITH ; It is remarkable that
the Government should be carrying on this
office although they have no statutory auth-
ority to do so.

The Premier: We are discussing an item
at présent.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: While I agree with
the item, we have no authority to pass it
seeing there is mo legislation to authorise
the vote. The only way in which provision
can be made, I think, is under compassion-
ate allowances, .

The Premier: If this vote is knocked out,
I will recommit the compassionate allow-
ances section.

Vote put and deelared passed.
Division ealled for.
The CHAIRMAN:

voice against the vote, _

Mr Thomsen: There was more than one
voiee,

The CHATRMAN: [ heard only one voice
—that of the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. Thomson: More than one member
called “no.”

Mr. Lindsay: Certainly more than one
ealled “no.”

The CHATRMAN: Very well; ring the
bells.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The division is
on the total vote.

Me, Thomson: We are voting against the
continnance of an illegal aet,

Ar. Marshall: You have to obey instrue-
tions.

Hon. Sir James Miichell: I rise on a
point of order to object to the remark of
the member for Murchison,

The CHAIRMAN: There is no poinlL of
order. T eannot take notice of what is said
when the bells are ringtng for a division.

Hen. Sir James Mitchell: Then members

There was only one

can say what they like. The Chairman
should protect the Committee.
Division resulted as follows:—
Ayes .. .. .. .. 18
Noes .. .. . .. 10
Majority for .. 8



ATES,
Mr. Chesson Mr. McCallvm
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. Munsie
Mr. Collier Mr. Ponton
Mr. Coverley Mr, Rowe
Mr. Cupningham Mr. Sleeman
Miss Holman Mr. A. Wansbrough
Mr. Kenneally Mr. Willcock
Mr, Lamond Mr. Withers
Mr. Marshall Mr. Wilson
. (Tebier.)
Nosas.
Mr. Apgelo Mr. Ssmpson
Mr. Davy Mr. Jj. M. Smitb
Mr. Lindeay Mr. Teesdale
Sir James Mitchell Mr. Thomson
Mr. Richardson Mr, J. H. Smlth
(Zealler.)

Vote thus passed.

Vote—Council of Industriel Develop-

ment, £1,215—agreed to,

This coneluded the
Treasurer.

Department of Forests (Hon. P. Collier,
Minister).

Estimates of the

Vote—Forests, £24,445:

MR. PANTON (Menzies) [9.35): I un-
dersiand we are allowed fo discuss sundry
matters before we deal with the items. 1
wish to speak on the question of sandal-
wood and to make an appeal to the Min-
ister to give some assistance to the prospee-
tors who are pulling sandalwood. Ae-
cording to the report of the department.
4,899 tons of wood valued at £147,426 was
exported last year and 50,371 lbs. of oil
was exported. Since the agreement under
which sandalwood pullers are working was
made five vears ago, the wood has been
getting scarcer every year and the pullers
have to go much farther out for it. T ven-
ture to say there is no sandalwood heing
pulled on Crown lands nearer than 70 fo
100 miles from a railway. That should
be taken into consideration when the price
of the wood is fixed, The timber was much
dearer when the apreement fixed the rate
at £16 per ton, and while I realise that we
are not likely to get more than £16, plus
the royalty, making the price at Fremantle
for f.a.q. wood £25 a fon, the fact remains
that a large revenne is being obtained from
sandalwood. The men who have been and
are now pulling sandalwood wunder ihe
agreement are put to greatly inereased cost
to land the wood at the railway.

(ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. Sir Jumes Mitchell: They have al-
ways had to go a long way out for i,

Mr. PANTOXN: Noi so far as they have
to go nmow., I am not worrying so much
about the regular sandalwood getter as about
the prospector. The sundalwood getter is
equipped with a fruck and carts his own
wood. I wish to speak for the prospector.
I have quite a sheaf of correspondence
from the Prospectors’ Association on the
subject. Before n prospector can get his
12-ton order, which is the maximum for
a prospector, he must give a guarantee tbat
he will do six months' prospecting during
the vear. In order to go out 70 or 80 miles
to get the wood, he has to buy a horse and
feed it, nnd cart at least two tanks of
water. -

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: Surely he has
to have that equipment for prospecting!

Mr. PANTON: No; there ave scores of
men prospecting in and arowd places
along the railway line. There is any num-
ber of prospeetors at Comet Vale, Padding-
ton and Menzies—men of the type that
made Western Australia famous.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You said, any
number of them,

Mr. PANTON: There is any number of
them. It would not matter if there was
only ene. He would be entitled to justice.

Hon. Bir James Mitechell: Yes, any
amount of justice would be all right, bui
any number of men would he wrong.

Mr. PANTON: Anything so long as the
hon. member allows ne to go on.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: I do not want
to stop you.

Mr. PANTON: I do not think the hon.
member is quite an fait with this matter.
He seems to think that a prospeetor is a
man who is without a horse and cart. The
prospector must have a horse if he is to go
out 80 miles, and take out his own water,
It is impossible for him to cart 12 tons of
sandalwood withont a horse and eart,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Do you wani
to move that he shall get more than £16¢

Mr. PANTON: I am not in a position
to do that: I am relying on getting some
assistapee from the Premier. The pros-
pector does not get £16 for his sandal-
wood. In the first place, 1214 per cent. is
deducted for roots. I am informed by the
secretary of the association that this de-
duetion is made whether there are any roots
or not. If that is so, there must be some-
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thing wreng. The prospeclor i=, thevelors,
actually getting £153 19s. for his sandal-
wuod ar Fremautle up to that siage. Th-
roilaze from  Menzies is a minimam ol
v s bat irom Cane Grass North it is
©2 s, Gl per Lon,

Hon. i, Taxloe: T is the same price
From all siations.

AMr, PAXTON: From Cane Gras<s Soutb it
is £2 30<, but from the North it is £2 s,
6d.  The prospector cannot cart his own
samdalwood. It has to  be transported by
motar lorey.  Either he goes fifty-fifty with
the vwner or driver of the lorry alter
vleaning the woad, or he pavs the ruling
rate Tor carting, ls. Gd. per ton per mile.
(U n conser ative estimate the average
distanee the prozpector has to send his
wood s 70 wudles, That means he has to
pay £3 Sz per ton to get the wowi to the
railway, and then a treight of €2 14s. Gd,

Mre. Teesdale: s it Ts. Gd. per ton per
mile!

AMre. PANTOXN: Fromn Wiluna to Leonora
it is cheaper, beeause in that ease there is
hig hack-loading.

Mr. Teesdale: 1 know where the carﬁn:_::
has been done over hundreds of miles for
14, per tun per mile,

Mr., PANTON: 1 do not know what the
charges are further north. Those must be
vases where tiere is big back-loading and
the work is done eheaper in consequence.
A tremendons ot of the sandalwouvd comes
from wty district, where the rate is 1s. Gd.
fu the Mt Margaret distriet the rate ix the
sme on the average.

Mr, Teesdale: erhaps they have to cut
their own iraeks there.

My, PANTON: XNo tracks ave cut wher:
the sandalwood is Found. On the two items
I have mentioned there is a deduction of
£7 19=, (Gl from the £15 10s. per ton. The
time has areived when the Minister for
Forests shonhl veview the price to the san-
dalwomd prospectors,  These men are hn-
thing way in the outhack country, and somy
of them have not seen the eity for yvears.
The taet that they veceive an order tor 12
tens of sandalwood precludes them lrom
zetling any sustenance from the Mines De-
pariment. They eannot then ger the €1 per
week sustenanece, and are entively depend.
el upon the proceeds of the 12 {ons of
~andalwood they are allowed to get during
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ihe remaining six months ot the year. 1i
would be a pretty goed spot where » man
could get together his 12 tons of sandal-
wood and clean it in less than six or eight
weeks,  RBandalwood does not grow thiekly
out there.

Hen. Sir James Mitehell:
very well if he did it then.

Mpr, PAXTON: 1f the wood is in gond
order, the geirer receives only the ditfer-
«nce hetween £15 10s. and £7 19s. Gd.
I do nol suppose there is any chance
of inereasing the price to the merchant, hut
I do copsider the Ministry should consider
the question of giving these wen a yehaie out
of the £2 per ton royalty. They have 2 hard
and a lonely joh, ’

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: They used to do
it for £11 a ton.

My, PANTON: The men who got that had
other work to do.  The sandalwooder who
vets hiz 25 or 30 tons ean then take a eon-
traet for fencing or weil-sinking. He is not
50 dependent upon the industry as the pros-
pector is.  Last year 183 prospectors ob-
tained orders, and these are the men for
whom 1 amn appealing. [ do not agree with
the member for Mt Margaret that no asso-
etation is necded for them.  The merchants
consider it desirable lo have their associa-
tions, and surely the prospeetors ave entitled
to have some organisation to look after their
interests.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell :
fixed tor thew.

Mre. PANTOXN: It is good enough for the
merchants to have an organisation. By com-
hining. the =andalwooders ean appoint their
own represenfative on  the board.  That
hoard has heen a wonderful help to the
department.

He would do

The price is

Hen, Sir James Mitehell: 8o long as too
el is not charged to come in,

Mr, PANTON: One of the members of
the haard s Mre. Telfer, of the Mines De-
partiment.  He has a good iden of those who
have  heen  prospecting. The genuine
pro~pector is the man who js entitled to the
order.  The seervetary, Mr. Melarlin, repre-
sends the prospectors, and My, Brockway,
the ranger, represents the Forests Depart-
ment, These men are an fait with the posi-
tion.  They mingle with the prospectors and
know which men are entitled to get the
orders.  That i~ the prineipal veason why
they are associated with the boand,
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Hon. Sir James Mitehell: You would not
limit the.orders to those who join the associa-
tion %

Mr. PANTON :
ziven to wewbers,
thing of the kind.

Hou. Sir James Mitchell - 1t
scandalons iff it were so.

Mr. PANTON: Two of the mewbers of
the board are Govermment officials.  There is
no such thing as preference in this case,

Hon, Sir James Mitchell : Government
olficials see that there i1s preference fo union-
ists,

Mr, PANTON : The men combine for their
own protection. | do not know much about
the assoeiation. lts members are scaltered
all over the State,

Hon. G. Taylor: They never meet as a
body.

My, PANTON: It would be impossible toy
them to do so without spending a lot of
money in meeting at one eentre,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: 1t is ny ase pay-
ing for membership of the association out
of their hard earnings.

Mr., PANTUOXN: What they have decided
for themselves is not my concern.  The time
has wrrived when the whole matter shouid
e reviewed. This year the State is deriving
£57,000 from she industry, which is an im-
portaut one.  Lurthermore, we have ex-
ported this year 50371 s of ol This
alone shows that the industry is growing
apidly,  The men whoe are doing the actual
havd work of pulling ihe thnber shonld be
wiven consideration. L hope the matter will
receive the Proier’s attention. | have been
bombarded with reguests to arrange for a
deputation to the D'remier, bui 1 hope the
trouble can le adjusted withouwt ineurring
the expense of bringing a number ol mnen to
Perth,

Theve is uno preference
I do not snggest any-

would be

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [10.127: 1 would warn the Premier
to be mighty eareful in tonching this busi-
ness. | touched it once, and got into troubhe
over if.  The hon. zentleman will hie weld
advised to take warning from my experience.
I£ he fries to make the position hetter for
these workers, he will he atiacked from his
ownt side of the Chamber. | Found the men
getting £9 per ton at Fremantle. as eom-
pured with the £15 whieh the membher for
Menzies says is not enough.  The agree-
ment was made just hefore my Govermment
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{eft oliice. | Leel Lurt even now about hap-
pumings o conneciion with  the  se-called
siludiiwood stahdal, wlueh was talked about
an vver the dDlute. 1oy opmion the attack
on e satiwood agleeinditi was ohne ol
e worst tings that ever nappened i the
politiett mstory of Weslern Australia.  The
meil were getting L7 per ton after paying
Lreight ang royaley, and we put them up
o L£I0 fess the freight, thus doubling their
wages,  Then people were told throughout
the state that there was & sandadwoeod sean-
dal und ramp, and that somebody had been
brised to put up the price. 'The story was
hesiesed, and it heiped to put the present
Gureimment where they are.  Whenever 1
wis asked about sandalwood during the
election  campaign, my reply was, “If 1
conld donble your wages, 1 would do so. 1
didd s in the ense of the sandalwood get-
ters, bat untfortunately in your case I can-
not do s I the Premicer touches the
business, he will be told by his own side
that e is in league with pickpoekets, seoun-
rels and thieves. Perbaps if hon. members
opposite will admit that that was purely an
electioneering ery, the Prember might ven-
e to aftempt to nnprove the conditions
of the men; butl lie will have to be mighty
carefnl. 1 the agreement was bad when
mgle, five yvears ago. it caimnol be good to-
tay: nevertheless it is still kept in foree.
The member for Menzies suggests that the
proipectors zetting sandalwood should e
given something oul of the £9 royalty. He
dirl not =ax how much.

A Pantone: 1 did not like to say, lest the
Premier should Faint,

Hom. Siv JAMES MITCHELL: T would
iike to gzet a bit of my own back in con-
petion with smndalwood.  People who ecan-
not be acennate. trathful and honest should
ot “he in politics. Those who made the
onlery abonl the sandalwood confract were
ot honest. 1 they were honest and de-
aived, they eonld apologisze even at this
lawe home, Some people think such things
ean happen and be Torgotten, It this thing
will never he foreotien so far as T am eon-
cerned. Workmen were never so well treated
mder confraet as wnder the sandal-
wondd contraet, and yet we were abused From
Nan 10 Beersheba and politieal advantage
was derived from the abuse.

Mr. Thomson: Tt was n statesmanlike aet.

Tlon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Tt was
cortainly rieht, and the agreoment has been

any
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renewed four or {ive times sinee. 1t must
he renewed, becavse nothing hetier ean be
done.  South Australin came on the market
with sandalwood, and the Premier has had
trouble tor ine last year or two in main-
taininr the agreement,

The Premier: Tt is slill in a serious puosi-
tion.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes,
owityr to bhe faet (hat we thought we pos-
sessed the only sandalwood in Australia,
whereas it was diseovered that South Aus-
tralia. posseszed sonie too. T do not think
we ean maintain "r}'ie 6,000 tonz output.

The Vremier: No.
more than 44800 tons. .

Hon. Sir JAMES MTTCHELL: The sifu-
alion is awkward encugh. Whatever is done
for the good of the men in the industry
will receive the support of members on thi=
sidle  withont the slightest attempt to mis-
reprresent anything that may ba arranged.
The position is rendered serions for the
sundalwond wetlers in Western Anstralia hy
the possibilify of rompetition. T do nef
know how the Tremier persvaded Sontl
Mustralia to limit its ontput.

The Premier: TF that had not heen done,
we wonld have been @one entirelv.

Han, Sir TAMES MITCHELL.: South
Austealin wax «tavting an virein forest, nat
having shipped any sandalwoad helore.

The Premier:  And Sonth Australia was
paving only £9 poer ton against onre €106,

Tlon, Sivr JAMES MITCHELL: Tr our
lime (he price was put up 1o €23 per ton.
That woe when the Australian cutpné was
Lintited to 6000 lans. | svmpathise with
the prospectars.  TE there are any people
whom T would ltke to help, it is the men who
have heen living outback prospecting. We
all 1ike to do as well as possihle by the old
nrospeciors. T have no adviee to offer on
the gituntion. The Government will simply
have to dno their hest to keep the men going
at all.

Wea eannot maintain

HON G. TAYLOR (Monnt Marear)
M018%1: T made zome remarks ahent sandal-
wood during the zeneral diseuszion of the
Estimatez. T then outlined in the Premiecr
mv idea of what would happen, Tnless the
distriei of the memher for Menzies is con-
slilnted Aifferent!s from mine his sandal-
wnod getiers are most fortunnte to he within
70 miles of the railway.
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Mr. Panton: 1 am taking the general
average over the lot,

Hon, G. TAYLOR: Some of the sandal-
wood getters in my electorate are carting
120 miles and more, and have been doing so
Lor the last five years, Very little wood is
obtainable within 100 miles of the rail-
way in the Mount Margaret distriet. The
men are paying ls. Gd. per mile cartage
over 120 miles, and £2 14s. rail freight to
Fremantle: and these charges off £16 per ton
do not leave mueh for pulling and cleaning.
Lf the enrtage charges were reduced—I
readige that that is impossible under condi-
tions operating to-day—something might be
done,  Ln view of the lony distances over
which the carting bas to be done, there is
not maeh likelihond of that. The only thiog
I ecan see is that the Government will have
to malke un advance to pullers and cutters
that will meet the extra cost of cartage.
1 do nol think the zandalwood getters ean
carey on if they have to pav £9 a ton for
carfage, and about £2 I14s. for railway
freights, which would leave them £4 or £5
oul of their £16. I do not suggest that the
'remier  should  redvee the royalty in
order to make up the deficiency regarding
cat Lage charges.  As Western Australia and
Sowth Australia are the (woe sandolwood
snpplices, T de net know it the respective
Glovermments would have much compunelion
in levying a higher price for the comnod-
ity in Chima. 1 amn afraid, however, thit
i sumething is not done we shall lose the
stidalwood trade in Western  Australia,
heviuse it is inmossible to earry on much
longer with the ¢ resent eharges. [ lope
the Fremier will be able 1o see his way clear
ter ke sonie coneession 1o the sandalwooil-
getters.  The wmember for Menzies (Mr
Panton) made reference (o the association
of <andalwood | rospectors. bat T do not
think there 3 any necessity For smeh an or-
sanisation.  T'oder the original — arrange-
ments in the event of a digpute taking
place, the Conzervator wonld take chaveo
and hig deei<ion would he binding. In
such eirenmstances, the buying companies
have little say in the matter. The Premier
will admit that he las never crossed swords
with =undalweanl  prospeetors, who alwayvs
dizeuss matiers with ithe Pavliamentary re-
presenfatives for the distriets affected.

The Premier: The Conservator of For-
vei= lias acknowledzed that he has received
wbeat help from all members of Parliament
iepresenting  distriets  where  sandalwond
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is pulled.  Their wssistanee is valuable be-
cause of their loeul knowiedge, and the
Counservitor endeavours Lo mead their wishes
whencever pos#ible,

Hon, G, TAYLOR: L know all the wen
engaged i this work in my electortte, anl
L fail 10 see any neeessity For an association
to deal with their interests. L have not a word
to say aginst e seeretary of that assoc.
iation, who naturally desires to have every
sandalwood-getrer  in his organisation.  {
khow  (he prospectors  and the men cone
verned, aud 1 know that  nothing iz too
much to do in the inferests of men whe
have spent <o many yvears in the outhack
areas.

MR. J. H. SMITH (XNelson) [10.24]:
The Forests Department i< on a better fuot-
ing uow ihan it waz zome time ago, The
Conservalor knows his business and is mak-
ing a gond job of it, Lt is pleasing (o know
that the revenue actnally rveceived by the
depavtment execeded  the  Batimates by
uvenrty £19,000. 1 nofice 1hat while a loaree
proporiion came framn the =audaiwood o
dustry, u= very eonsiderable amount  eane
from licen-ex amd rovaifies. T wish to make
an appenl to the Preewier in his eapacity
as Minister conteolling the Fopests Depart-
ment. I ask hin: (o use his inlluence with
the Conservator of Foaresls in the interests
of the young men who have been ongn
in the timher indusivy for veses, bong
di ot have a license prior fo 1018
The et savs (hat unless they were workinge
in the industry and had leenses prior {o
I8 they eaunot wet lieenses toaday.  Cone
=sequently hoy= who in 1918 were assisfinge
iheir parents in the bush and have heen
working on  private property  sinee then,
cannot wet licenses, not even fo cut on group
sottlements.  MAeain, | want the Minister to
nse his influence in respect {o the dedieation
of forests. Ta-day there is heing dediealed
a lot of forest, some of which should b
agricultural land.  The Conservator is oo
ereedy in that vespect, and (oo jealons of
his forests.

Hon. G. Tavlor: A gond fault.

Hon. J. H. SMITE: Ye:, but he is hald-
ing up+ settlemeni. The Conservator is
spending & great deal of money and em-
ploying a lot of practical bushmen for re-
Forestation purposes. DBut this means de-
stroying a fair amount of wvaluable timber,
The industry is in o parlons conditien and
we do not know when it is going to revive
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I want the Minister (v see i€ he canno
arvange (Lhatl fhese bushnen on reforestation
work should aveid destroving pood timber
hy ringbarking and should he asked 10 wark
it.  Then as soon as the industey vevives all
the goad, wmalure siafl coulid be  hroaght
out. T the Minister would use jii< Dinluenes
with the Conservator i that direetion, 1
would be i (he best interestz of the State,

MR. TEESDALE Ruehoarne) [10.30]:
I want io support the members for Menzivs
(Mr. Panton) and M Marwarst (Hoen. G
Tavlor) in what they have =mid about the
prospeciors engaged in getting sandalwoad,
The =andalwood  Industey has heen very
aond 1o the Minister for Forvestz, L rennen-
her when the conditious were very difleren’
Fraom what Chey are to-day, and =0 1 have
no hesitation: fie a=King that e of 1the fal-
ness o his exchequer he should give these
ol prospectors a rather better deal than
they have been getting. Fyersthing in re-
speet ol sandalwood s considerably higher
than it was foanr yvears ago, amd 1 Lope the
Minister, after having li<lened to what
members have said to-imight, will not, as he
does sometimes, forget it when he wets haek
to oflice.

MR. ANGELO ((ascovne) [HR32]: T
want (o bring hefore the notive ol the Min-
ister o disadvantage under which  sevaral
people in my clectorate have heen lnbouring
sinee the passing of the las<t agreement,
Prior o that several men were paking a
Heing ot sandalwood eetting, Swiddenly
they were told, withont previous notice, thal
they could sell no more sandalwood for
exporl, heeause the Gaseovne disiviel hael
hoen reserved For the purpose of distillation.
AL the request of (hose men 1 went to the
depurtinent with o view to seerng the Con-
zervator,  Howewver, the Conservalor was
out and T wax referved 1o one of the dis-
{ilers,  That wentleman told me he would
he only too pleased to take all the sandal-
wond thaoe men an the Gascovne conld pro-
dure.  He made arrangemeniz to purchasze
live or six tons, after which e ceaced opera-
fions. T then <aw the other distiller bul
found lie was not prepared to bay.  Ever
sinee then those men have heen done out ol
their livelihood and have had o take up
other avoealions. Lately thev approached
me azain and asked me to find ont if the
distillers wonld take their -andalwood. 1
woent (o hoth liems, St they told me he
sandniwoml from Guscoyne was not suit-
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able for their purpose. | then went fo thy
depurtment and lefe tlee information with
e oflicer in charge.  Tle said, “It that -
the pazition, 1 will get the Mumister o re-
fease the Gaswroyne distriet from the em-
hargo asainzt the export of sandalwood.”
Wlhen the embargo was tivst put on, one
of those nrem up on the Gascoyne hadl
18 ton< of woud slivked out on the bosl
Sinee he was nol allowed to sel it for vx-
port and could not =ell it 1o the distillers,
he left it oni there until dbi=a=trou=1v u buh-
five came adong and buent up the lol, So
i lost the result of many monihs of Tabour.
I'ully expecting that the Con~ervator would
a=k the Minister for Fore-ts to release Gas-
covne, b olold those men [ hoped io have
some ool news for thew. Bat the other
day 1 oot a letter intimabing that one of
thoase di=tilleys said he would have another
zo al the Gaseovne =andalwood and take a
tone of it.  aney sending men oni for o
ton of wosl!  So dizgnsted was T that |
decided 1o leave it uniil the FEstimales were
under consideration and then bring it before
ihe Minier, [ sneeest to the Mamister tha
e tell those distillers (hey have {o buy the
=andalwond and that it it is no good fo them
e will leave it to the sandalwood setlers ia
zeH for them<elves.

MR, CHESSON ti'ne) [1036]: 1 wish
to snpport the the goldlields
menthers in pmtting up a olaim for hetter
cansideration for the proaspeclora who are
also sandalwood  getters. Those wen have
o du af leasl iy months’ prospecting before
they can et o 12-ton order. The guantiiy
allocated 1o the prospeclors i very =mall,
and when we (ake inte consideration (he
cost of getting that woml in do the railway
mnd Treivhiing it down here, it is =cen thai
the prospeclors Ao not realise more than
ahowt €7 per fon.

{Ton. (i, Tavlor:
one of theu.

My, CHESSON: Yes, probably it means
not more than about £3. (e al M. S
Sammel fhe men have had to earvt the woorl
over long distance=. First they rvequire to
have a harse and deay.  Collecting the wouwdl
thev hrinz it tn o a road and freight ivin a
motor lorry at a cost of - kL per mile, =
there is not too much left for the prospector.
Many of these men pulling wood are well
up in vears, They did mnst of the pioneer-
ing on the coldfields and now they have
come (o (hat shaze of life where it i< onlyv
heean=e of the bif of wool they pull that

rentrks of
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they are alle o go out prospecting at all,
They ean go {o the Prospecting Board and
et sustenance but they cannot, at the same
tune, get o sandalwood order. So a sandal-
wondl arder for 12 tons, when they get il
has (o0 Kkeep them for 12 months,  For six
momths they are prospecting and for the
other six months they are pulling sandal-
woord.  The price allowed for the sandal-
wood petier is £16. Thatl is o fixed amount
w0 the only way 1o wet any Perther consid-
cration for these old chaps 1= ont of the
royaliv.  The motorman mu«t be paid his
1A, did, per ton, and then there i= the railway
Freight to he paid.  Also, a< (he member for
Menzies remarked, there i ihe 12Y% per
cent. reduetion for roots. T wish to enler
this plen on behalf of the prospectors witlt
a view to ascerlaining whether something
ean be done to aszist the men whao have done
coomueh for Weslern Ansteadia, realising

also what sandalwood haz meant 1o this
State,
THE PREMIER (Hou. P. Collier—

Boulier) [10.40): T appreciate the views
that have been expressed by the various
members in their plea for moerve generous
congideration (or the sandalwood prospec-
tars, and T should very much ltke to be able
to do something for thew, The position of
the sandalwood trade to-day is very diflieult
indecd.  There are stacks of sandalwood at
Fremandle (o the value of o quarler of a
million pounds. .

Hon, . Taylor: Besides what is on the
water, | suppose,

The PREMIER @ Much of the wood at
Fremantle has been there for many years,
and has been paid for, and is carrying bank
interes| against the owners. Those who nre
supposed  to be  sandalwood  kings  and
making fortunes have been having a lared
~trugele during the past year or two, As
the bewder of the Opposition stated, the
lifliculty has been inereased by the fact that
Sonth Australia has entered the market as
a produeer quile unexpectedly: so, instead
of our having the output of 6,000 tons n
vext, we have an aereement with the Sourh
Aunstralian Government under which they ave
to have 1,700 tons this yvear and 2,000 tons
next vear.  The market can absorh only
alvut 6,000 tons, which means that the out-
put Erom Western Australia, so long as the
wood lasts in South Australia, will be re-
duced to abont 4,000 tons a vear.

My, Thomszon: Tas Sonth Australia a hig
area’? :



1332

The PREMIER: Nobody seems to know.
The oflicials there did not knew they had
any ~andalwood until about twn years ago,
when o sandalwooder from the West went
over there and discovered it.

Hon. G, Taylor: It is not exaetly like ours.

The PREMIER: The South Australian
people knew the wood, but did not know it
asg sandalwood.  They knew it by a different
ninme.

Mr. Feesdale: Usaw it over here two years
ago il was told it was no good, and now
Skuthorpe is making a fortune out of if.

The PREMIFR: Still, the Chinese will
take it and so0 long as they will hay it, it
titters not what the «uality is.

Hon, G. Taylor: It is nothing like
samlalwood,

Mr. Teesdale: But it is full of oil.

The PREMIER: Still, the Chinese will
purchase it; =0 Sonth Australia has come
on the market ns a sevious sonipetitor to this
State.  No examination has been mmde of
the South Australian  tervitory where the
wool i3 being obtained, and no one knows
the extent of the sandalwood there.  Some
people say it will peter onf in a year or two,
and others say it wili last for many vears.
Had Sounth Australia refused io work in eo-
operation with us and marketed her sandal-
wood on her own aceount, it wonld  have
practically killed the industrs heve. The
wetters over there were receiving only €4
per ton—and the waml b5 adjacent o Hie
railway—as againat the £16 per tou paid
here.  South Australia would have been able
to supply the whole of the G600 fons re-
quired by China annnally, and we would
have been vut ol the market,

Hon, G Tavlor: And the pullers there do
better at £9 than the pullers herve ar E16 o
ton.

The PREMIER @ The malier
cussed with the Soulh Aunstralian {overn-
ment, and we were able Lo pul ap a strong
case o con<ideration,  The business bl
heew pioneered by Western  Anstralia, and
South  Australia  had  entered it with-
out any tronble.  Consequently, the Govern-
ment there agreed 1o work in with s
Skuthorpe, the man whe got the South Aus-
tralian sandilwood rights for 12 months,
made & lot of money out of it. L think he
was paying the South Australian Govern-
menl only 10s. per ton royalty.

Mr. Teesdale: That is so.

The PREMIEKER @ The South Australian
Governmeni knew nothing of what we were

our

wae  (lis-
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wetting, and they Feli in badly.  Skutherpe
had #n opon go with the pullers at £9 per
ton and 10s, royalty, for he was competing
with us at £16 a ton and £9 royalty, When
the year expived the Sonih Anstralian Gav-
ernment had nothing wore to do with him.

Mr. Teesdale : Thev eniled for tenders
then.

The PREMIER: Yes, and I tlink they
are now gelting £9 10<. per ton. The Gov-
ernments of the two States have agreed to
worlk together, South Australia is limiting
its output and we are Hiting owrs, so be-
tween us we shall he able just to meet the
demand.  Again, when we thought every-
thing was pliin sailing we found that the
same man who was put out of Svuth Aus-
1ralia had returned here and got sandal-
woond eutting rights over the whule of the
Hampton Dlains esiute, and he cawme in
againgt us once more as a compelitor, and is
putting out, L helieve, nearly 1,000 tons a
vear. He is not working in ev-opercation
with {he others or with South Mustralin:
he is not bound Lo pay £16 per ton. He is
paying whuat he likes, and [ helieve he is
wetting the pdling done for £9 a ton. lle
is nol paving any rovally except what he
is paving ta the Fampton Plans people.
which is o private arrangement. | do not
think his payment (o them would he any-
thing like £4 a ton. While we thought we
had the market in China, pretty well fixed
fo take onr output and that of South Aus-
tralin at a fair price, the Chinese are benc-
liting by this competition, and Skuthorpe
i1 putting in 1,000 tons against wg,  The
Hampton Plains supply will not last very
long. T helieve a considerable guantity of
wowd  supposed (o come  off  Hampton
Plains really comes from a Dittle sulside
the bhoundarvies of Hampton Plains,

Hon. G, Taylor: Yes.

Mr. Feesdale:  You will have to wal -k
ihat wentleman,

The PREMIER: Consequently, we have
sone (o o little expense fo put on special
inspectors to ensure that it all comes from
Hampton Plains, and none of it Trom Crowy
lanids just outside. 1t takes o goad deal
of watehing, too.

Hon. G. Taylor: It is money well spent,

The PLREMIER: Consequently  {heve
ia o dislurbing eloment there. The whole
position s most difiicull. Thove engaged
in the business have had a very bad time
dnving the last two or three years, ITor-
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tunately, the only boat loaded in Fremantle
during the recent strike was one that was
taking sandalwood, and 2,000 tons hag lett
in the last week or so. That has improved
the position somewhat.

Mr. Sampson: Is not there a danger of
tire through the wood being left there so
long ¥

The PREMIER: 1 suppose there must be
an element of danger from fire when wood
is stacked in that way. The fact of hav-
ing such a large quantity stacked at Fre-
mantle adds to the ecost of the wood.
The stacks are almost mountain high
and the wood has to be handled sometimes
four and five times. There are no mechani-
cal contrivances for handling it. It is built
into high staeks, and that u«dds to the cost
to the owners. Faurlher, a considerable
quantity of it is constantly breaking up into
small bits, and taking into consideration the
bank interest paid on advances, the financial
position has not been too good for the
owners. | am not in a position to say what
I can do or whether I shall be able to do
anything for the prospectors. I am keenly
anxious to assist the old men who are
battling out a living in those lonely, out-
baek places.

Hon. @&. Taylor: They deserve it, too.

Mr. Teesdale: There would be nothing in
the statement about charging for roofs,
whether there were any or not?

The PREMTER: I have made a note of
the matter.

Mr. Angelo: You have done a pood deal
to protect them.

The PREMIER: I should like fo see the
ptice increased.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: They are ex-
peeted to take the roofa when they take the
rest of the tree.

The PREMIER: They are supposed to
pull ont the tree and not to eut it.

Hon. 3. Tavlor: The size of the roots is
defined in the regnlations.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: The root would
be wasted if they did not take it.

The PREMIER: Tt will not help me in
any way to forego anv portion of the
royalty on hehalf of the prospectors if the
little Bill that has heen sent np to another
place is amended in the way it is desired
by that Chamber. We sav we have an
emount for =sandalwood forestation of
£7,000, and that the sum of £5,000 is not
required this vear. Another place, however.

[49]

1333

says that that sum must remain for that
purpose.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
agree to that amendment.

The PREMIER: No. I hope we shall
have our own way in that. Af any rate
their action is not conducive to the Gov-
ernment allowing a rebate of a couple of
pounds a ton for these prospectors.

Hon. Sir James Mitcbell: Not for that
reason.

The PREMIER: No. I do not suggest
that the money would be made available for
that purpose, bul it does not help the Gov-
grnment to overcome the difficulty when
money ¥ retaimed for & purpoge for which
it is not required.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: You wonld have
great difficulty in keeping the export quan-
tity going.

The PREMIER: I have been explaining
how the quantity has come down. We have
a diffieulty in providing orders for so
many prospectors, though we would like
to bring them all in. In the iater
ests of those engaged in the business,
the output has to be limited, and someone
has to go short.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: The (overn-
ment cannot commit themselves to any de-
finite kind of aetion now.

The PREMIER: No. The position of
the trade to-day is very eritical and gdif-
fieult. Ahout a quarter of million pounds
worth of wood are stacked at Fremantle.
It has not been held merely for a year, and
the interest an the advances paid only for
that period, for T know that interest has
been paid on the advances for a number of
years.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: If you foree a
ereater aunantity of sandalwood out of the
country, you will send the price down.

The PREMIER: We can only try to eon-
trol the industry at the other end. The
South Australian Government have seen the
matter in a sensible light and are eo-operat-
ing with this State. If we competed with
each other the Chinese would be the only
people to get the henefit. T will go earefully
and fullv into the quesfions that have been
raised. Although I am not in a position to
make anv promise, I shall be zlad to do what
iz possible in the circumstances.

We will not

Vote put and passed.

House adiourned at 10.56 p.m,



